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Kabul reassures Cordovez of flexibility 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan President Najibullah met U.N. mediator 
Diego Cordovez Sunday and reassliied him that his government would be 
flenWe tn search of an Afghan peace settlement, official Kabul Radio 
reports. Cordovez flew to the Afghan capita] for farther n»|i« with die 
Soviet-backed government after Pakistan-based Afghan rebels rejected 
the format of six-year-old peace talks. Cordovez, seeking an end to the 
nine-year-old guerrilla war in Afghanistan, returned to Islamabad later 
Sunday and will brief Pakistani officials Monday, a U.N. spokesman said. 
The spokesman told Reuters earlier that Cordovez wouldstay in Kabul 
[or two or three days and had no immediate explanation wire the envoy 
returned so soon. The trip was Cordovez's third to Kabul since arriving in 
the region on Jan. 20 for what has become his longest shuttle mission since 
he began conducting the indirect talks between Pakistan and Afghanistan 
in Geneva in 1981 
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Saudi minister warns Iran 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia's interior minister warned Iran Sunday 
against stirring up trouble at this vear's pilgrimage to the Holy Citv of 
Mecca. “Anyone who wants to make trouble win find a strong deterrent. 
In no case will we permit a repetition of what happened in Iasi year's 
pilgrimage," Prince Nayef Ibn Abdul Aziz told the Saudi Press Agency. 
More than 400 people, mostly Iranians, were killed in clashes between 
Iranian pilgrims and Saudi security forces follow ing demonstrations at last 
year's pilgrimage. Iran claimed ihe Saudis fired on Iranian pilgrims, but 
Riyadh blamed the violence on Iranian demonstrators. Prince Navef, 
speaking after a graduation ceremony for speuai security farces, said: 
"Nothing has ever happened to disturb the peace throughout this country 
except what the Iranians brought upon themselves during the last 
pilgrimage season." Iran said last month it would send more than 150,000 
pilgrims to Mecca this year aud that the pilgrims would demonstrate “in a 
more resolute and determined manner than before." 
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Libyan health 
minister arrives today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The health 

minister of Libya is scheduled to 
arrive here Monday on an official 
visit during which he will hold 
talks with his Jordanian counter- 
part on Jordan's experience in the 
field of health and on cooperation 
in the field of health services. 

Soviets report effort 
for peace parley 

CAIRO (AP) — The Soviet Un- 
ion's ambassador to Cairo said 
Sunday that his country was pre- 
sently holding contacts with Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
members on paving the way for 
an international conference to 
bring peace to the Middle East. 
Gennady Zhuravlev spoke to re- 
porters after a 45-minnte meeting 
with Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Butros Ghali. "My coun- 
try is presently bolding contacts 
with Security Council members to 
prepare for an international 
peace conference which is die 
only way to resolve the prob- 
lem,'' Zhuravlev said. “The un- 
rest in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories shows the need to move 
forward quickly and solve the 
problem,’ 7 Zhuravlev said. ‘T dis- 
cussed with Minister Ghali the 
deteriorating situation in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
the necessity of stopping the 
oppressive (Israeli) actions.” 

India calls for 
■Mideast conference 


At least five more Arabs fall martyr to Israeli 
troops; over 50 wounded in gunfire or beatings 

Strike, violent protests 
rage in W. Bank and Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Three more Palestinians were shot dead and 
at least 25 were wounded by Israeli gunfire 
Sunday as a wave of dashes between Arab 
protesters and Israeli troops swept the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


DELHI (AP) — Indian 
' Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi has 

. z^zi: egged f or efforts by the United 
Nations, the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment and other international 
undMBS forums to seek a settlement to the 
Palestinian problem, the United 
„ ___ News of India (UNI) reported. 

Gandhi also renewed his support 
;=st for convening an international 
conference on the Middle 

■ East under the auspices of the 

■ •*> to United Nations and mduding the 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 


. ~ tion (PLO), UNI said. Gandhi 
- r made the remarks Saturday at a 
meeting with Khaled A1 Sheikh, 
irju die PLO’s ambassador to India. 

;..r3 Turkey sends aid 
^•^5 to W. Bank, Gaza 

Ankara (AP) — Turkey Sun- 
: . day sent 98 tonnes of food aid to 
Palestinians in the Israeli-occu- 
- 11 pied West Bank and Gaza, the 
• semi-official Anatolia news agen- 

cy reported. Six trailer trucks 
" ' jZ i carrying flour, rice, sugar and 
powdered milk headed for the 
southern port of Mersin, from 
ntifitii} where the food would be shipped 
to 0QXt Wednesday, the 
agency said. It said the shipment 
was arranged by Turkey’s Red 
V. Orescent organisation and the 

distribution would be handled by 
' 'pjS.- the Palestinian refugees' aid orga- 
'• nisatian. 

Tate knocks out 
; Sibson 

STAFFORD (AP) — Frank Tate 
. -■'l ' of the United States delivered a 

; ■ crashing right hand to the head to 

knock out British challenger 
Tony Sibson Sunday and retain 
his International Bolting Federa- 
.. • ; "5* tion middleweight title in con- 
7' . • r vmdng style. The 23-year-old for- 

mer Olympic junior mid- 
dleweight titust stretched his un- 
beaten record to 22-0-0 in spec- 
tacular style to end the fight in 
v -; : : the tenth of a scheduled 12 
; -v?' rounds. The stylish Tate was rare- 
Iv troubled in the fight by the 
; >> 29-year-old' Briton, who was 
■ trying to win a world title at the 
third attempt. 


INSIDE 

• PLO threatens use. of 
force to free kidnapped 
aid workers, page 2 

• Arab Thought Forum 
hears ideas on how to 
help Lebanon, page 3 

-• Seeing beyond the upris- 

• T& Western media’s 
double standard, page 5 

• Yugoslavia, Italy adv- 
ance in Davis Cup* page 
6 

• U.S. central bank may 
cut interest rates, page 7 

• Nunn proposes cutback 
in European conven- 
tional forces, page 8 


Two other Palestinians died 
earlier of gunshot wounds or 
beating injuries received last 
week, bringing the unofficial 
death toil to 49 m the Palestinian 
uprising that erupted on Dec. 9. 

The Israeli defence minister, 
Yi tzhak Rabin, and Chief of Staff 
General Dan Shomron, in 
gloomy reports to the cabinet, for 
the first time gave no indication 
that an end to the uprising was in 
sight, government sources said. 

A call for a general strike in 
leaflets signed by the clandestine 
“Unified Leadership of the Up- 
rising” was widely observed in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In one of the bloodiest inci- 
dents of the last two months, 
three Palestinians were killed 
when troops opened fire on pro- 
testers in the West Bank village 
of Beit Ummar, an army spokes- 
man said. 

Sources said soldiers shot the 
three- dead -stone-tbrowing pro--- 
t esters, urged on by mosque 
loudspeakers, tried to march on 
the main Jerusalem-Hebron 
road. 

Residents said soldiers opened 
fire without warning on a crowd 
in the village centre. Idling Imad 


Kbader Sabameh, 22, Moham- 
mad Ibrahim Sbweiheh, 23, and 
Tayseer Abdallah Jarad, 18. 

The protests followed an over- 
night attack by Jewish settlers 
who vandalised Arab-owned cars 


in Hebron, 30 kilometres south of 
Jerusalem. 

Two other Arabs died of in- 
juries suffered earlier, a 15-year- 
old boy hit in the head by a 
soldier Saturday and a 10-year- 
old boy shot last week. 

“This is the worst day 1 have 
ever seen,” said Dr. Hani 
Abdeen , an internist at Mukassad 
Hospital in Jerusalem, where 31 
Palestinians were treated Sunday 
for gunshot wounds, beating in- 
juries and the affects of tear-gas. 

Quoting officials from six hos- 
pitals, the Palestine Press Service 


listed the names, ages and home- 
towns of 25 Palestinians it said 
were wounded Sunday by Israeli 
gunfire throughout the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Protests in Jerusalem 

Gashes swept through numer- 
ous refugee camps, villages and 
towns in the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and Arab Jerusalem 
Sunday. 

Violence also moved to within 
a stone's throw of west Jerusalem 

(Continued on page 5) 



Palestinian demonstrators in the West Bank 


Peres aide does not rule out 
peace force in W. Bank, Gaza 

LONDON (AP) — A senior fighting the Palestinians, he re- 
Israeli official said Sunday he plied: 
didn't rule out a multinational "I don’t think so. I don't t 
peacekeeping force or an Arab- they will help much. But we 
Israeli force m the occupied terri- be open to any suggestion w 
tones as part of an overall Middle will be suggested to us in 
East peace settlement. future in this procedure.” 

Yossi Beilin, political director- Would Israel consider ha 
general of the Israeli foreign the Arabs keeping peace in 
ministry, said Israel wants to re- region? 
main open to any suggestions to °‘I wouldn't like to exclude 
reach a political settlement in the idea, maybe a joint... fore 
Middle cast. new one, a multinational o 

In an interview on Channel 4 Beilin said, 
television’s “The World This “There are so many ideas 
Week,” be said Israel welcomes the imagination is so rich th 
the new U.S. peace initiative in you really want peace and yot 
the region and he believes it has a the importance of peace in 
chance to succeed. part of the world, you can fir 

“I believe that in the coming ' I’m not pessimistic about it, 
months we will see real progress said, 
in our part of the world,” he said. Beilin said the new Ame: 

Beilin said the Palestinian pro- idea was to focus first on subs 
tests in the Israeli-occupied West tive issues, not on proced 
Bank and Gaza Strip over the such as peace conferences w 
past two months required a poli- there appeared to be somel 
tical solution, not military action, of a deadlock. 

Asked whether it would help “The new American idea 
politically if Israel brought in an perhaps have a shuttle diploi 
international peacekeeping force, 

rather than having Israeli soldiers (Continued on page 5) 


fighting the Palestinians, he re- 
plied: 

“I don't think so. I don't think 
they will help much. But we will 
be open to any suggestion which 
will be suggested to us in the 
future in this procedure.” 

Would Israel consider having 
the Arabs keeping peace in the 
region? 

T T wouldn't like to exclude any 
idea, maybe a joint... force, a 
new one, a multinational one,” 
Beilin said. 

“There are so many ideas and 
the imagination is so rich that if 
you really want peace and you see 
the importance of peace in our 
part of the world, you can find it. 

1 I’m not pessimistic about it,” be 
said. 

Beilin said the new American 
idea was to focus first on substan- 
tive issues, not on procedures 
such as peace conferences where 
there appeared to be something 
of a deadlock. 

“The new American idea is to 
perhaps have a shuttle diplomacy 

(Continued on page 5) 


Murphy continues talks in 
Syria; no progress reported 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — U.S. 
envoy Richard Murphy met Sy- 
rian leaders again Sunday to dis- 
cuss Washington’s new Middle 
East peace proposals but diplo- 
mats said he had so fox failed to 
win approval of the initiative. 

The Syrian media maintained 
their broadsides against his mis- 
sion, which has also been conde- 
mned by Palestinian groups. 

Muiphy arrived in Damascus 
Friday to start a Middle East tour 
which will also include Saudi Ara- 
bia, Israel and Egypt. He met 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam Sunday to present 
Washington’s proposals and to 
review the Lebanon situation. 

But diplomats said Muiphy, 
who had more than five hours of 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Farouq A! Sharaa Saturday, had 
not bridged the wide gap between 
the Syrian and American view- 
points. 

His tour was prompted by two 
months of violent anb-Israefipro- 
tests in the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, in which at 


least 48 Palestinians have been 
killed. 

For the third consecutive day, 
the Syrian media sharply criti- 
cised the tour by Murphy, an 
assistant secretary of state. 

“The American ideas... are in 
effect nothing other than the 
Camp David deal...” said the 
official Syria Times newspaper. 

George Habash, leader of the 
Damascus-based Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
said the United States wanted to 
crush the Palestinian uprising 
through political means after 
Israel bad failed to stop it throngh 
force. 

Murphy’s talks, attended by 


U.S. Ambassador William Eagle- 
ton, were surrounded by secrecy. 

He was expected later to deliv- 
er to President Hafez A1 Assad a' 
letter from U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan. He refused to 


divulge its contents. 

After meeting Sharaa Satur- 
day, Muiphy refused to disclose 


details of his talks with Syrian 
officials. 


AIDS virus spreads in Mideast, expert says 


- ;>>* 




KUWAIT (R) — The virus which causes the fatal disease AIDS is 
spreading often undetected in the Middle East, a top Arab Health 
expert warned Sunday. 

Kazem Behbehani, director of the regional AIDS centre set up 
by the World Health Organisation (WHO), said the virus linked 
to AIDS was gaining ground in the region despite a relatively 
small number of reported cases of the disease. 

World experts on AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome) and nealth officials from 21 Middle East countries start a 
three-day conference in Kuwait Monday. 

The conference, co-sponsored by WHO and the Kuwaiti 
Health Ministry, covers WHO’s -Eastern Mediterranean region 
stretching from Morocco to Pakistan. 

WHO officials bad been notified of 78 AIDS cases in the region 
as of last month, compared to roughly 50,000 in the United States 
which has about the same population. 

But Behbehani said the danger was the spread of the human 
immimo-deficwncy virus (HIV), which may take years to trigger 
the disease itself. 

“The number of HIV positives is increasing in the region. We 
don’t have that many- cases.but eventually we will have more and 
more,” he told Reuters. 

WHO says between five and 10 million people worldwide may 
be HTV carriers. “That is where the danger is... from healthy 
people going around the population spreading it without know- 
ing, 1 Behbehani said. 

A United Arab Emirates health official last month reported an 
alannhu* 22 deaths from AIDS there last year. In a country of 
only \.T million people, this suggested an infection rate per capita 
as nigh as some countries in Europe. 

Qatar reported nine AIDS as of last May from a population of 
only 310,000. .... 


Sudan, bordering central and east African countries where 
AIDS is epidemic, reported 12 cases as of last August. 
Behbehani said that only 15 of 75,000 people recently tested in 


carriers in the total population,” he said. 

Foreign residents have proved HTV positive have been de- 
ported and may have developed the disease elsewhere, officials 
say. 

Behbehani said the vims was spread in the Middle East mainly 
through contaminated blood ana sexual contact. 

The pattern was different from the West, where homosexual 
and bisexual sex and intravenous drug abuse account for the vast 
majority of cases, and from Africa, where heterosexual sex is 
blamed. 

The Middle East, along with the rest of Asia, seemed to be 
evolving its own set of transmission modes topped by infected 
blood from abroad and sexual contact with earners of different 
kinds, Behbehani said. 

The conference is expected to focus on education, in line with 
recommendations of a worldwide AIDS summit in London last 
month. 

“We have to educate people as much as possible on how to 
protect themselves from getting the virus,” Behbehani said. 

make an AIDS lecture mandatory m secondary schools, Ee said. 

He did not think education campaigns would discuss the merits 
of condoms, widely recommended in the West and Africa as a 
means of making sex safe. \ 

In a reference to religious sensibilities, Behbehani said: “We 
have to educate people according to their social set-up and 
structure. There are certain things that could not be said.” 


King arrives in Bonn to address 
EC foreign ministers’ meeting 


BONN (Agencies) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein arrived in West 
Germany Sunday to discuss prop- 


osals for an international peace 
conference on the Middle East 
with the European Community’s 
(EC) foreign ministers. 

The King met with Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietricb Genscher 
shortly after his arrival for talks 
that centered on Middle Eastern 
issues, including the continuing 
Palestinian uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, government 
officials said. 

The King is accompanied on 
the visit to Bonn by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, Royal Court Chief 
Marwan A1 Qasem. Court Minis- 
ter Adnan Abu Odeh and Fore- 
ign Minister Taher A1 Masri. 

During his three-day visit, the 
King is slated to meet with Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, President 
Richard von Weizaecker and 
several business and economic 
leaders. 

The King is to meet Monday 
with the 12 EC foreign ministers 
for a scheduled two-hour session 


that will centre on proposals for a 
Middle East peace conference. 
Foreign Ministry officials said. 

The EC has already endorsed 
the Arab call for the conference, 
and West Germany, currently 
holding the rotating six-month 
community presidency, reaf- 
firmed the' stand Saturday. 

On the eve of the Bonn meet- 
ing, which follows talks with Ita- 
lian and French leaders, the King 
urged the community to exert 
efforts to change the U.S. posi- 
tion towards the international 
conference. 

Diplomatic sources quoted bv 
Reuter said Sunday that the EC 
foreign ministers, 'who open a 
regular meeting here Monday to 
prepare for an EC summit, were 
unable to agree on a new declara- 
tion on the Middle East after the 
Netherlands opposed it. 

The Netherlands had objected 
to including criticism of Israel’s 
arbitrary measures against 
Palestinian protesters in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza, the 
sources said. 

Genscher, who recently visited 


Israel and several Arab states, 
said Saturday the EC had to use 
its influence to get peace talks 
under way. 

“Conditions must be created 
for direct talks between all in- 
volved parties. An international 
peace conference under the 
umbrella of the United Nations 
could be the right forum." Gens- 
cher said in a" radio interview. 

During the one-day meeting in 
Bonn devoted to community 
foreign policy. King Hussein will 
also brief the EC foreign minis- 
ters on the last Arab League 
summit. 

EC policy on South Africa and 
Central American peace efforts 
are also on the agenda of the 
foreign ministers 1 meeting. 

The King’s appearance will 
mark the first time a non-com- 
munity leader has taken part in 
an EC conference, officials said. 

Genscher said the King's in- 
vitation underscored his key role 
in the Middle East. Protests in 
the West Bank and Gaza have 
added urgency to getting peace 
talks under way. he added. 


Bulgarian leader reaffirms support for Jordan ’s peace efforts 

Regent confers with Tanchev 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Sunday received a 
message from Bulgarian Presi- 
dent Todor Zhivkov containing 
an official invitation to His 
Majesty King Hussein to visit 
Bulgaria. 

Tne message was delivered to 
the Regent during an audience at 
the Royal Court with visiting 
Bulgarian Vice-President Peter 
Tanchev. 

After reviewing bilateral rela- 
tions and international issues of 
mutual interest with Tanchev, 
Prince Hassan expressed appre- 
ciation of Bulgaria for its support 
for Arab causes. 

Tanchev reaffirmed Bulgaria's 
support for Jordan’s proposal for 
an international peace conference 
on the Middle East under the 
aegis of the United Nations and 
attended by all parties to the 
conflict, ana the five permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council. 

Bulgaria, will not restore di- 

E lomatic relations with Israel “as 
mg as the reasons for severing 
relations are there and as long as 
Israel occupies Arab territories 



Bill Hayden 

Jordan, 
Australia 
to sign 
agreement 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Australia will conclude an agree- 
ment on trade and economic rela- 
tions during a visit to Jordan by 
Australian Foreign Minister Bill 
Hayden next week. 

Hayden, who will be here in 
the course of a tour of Arab 
countries, will sign the agreement 
with Minister of Industry, Trade 
and Supply Hamdi Tabbaa, 
according, to an official announce- 
ment Sunday. 

The announcement said that 
Hayden and Tabbaa will chair 
meetings of the Joint Jordanian 
Australian Economic Committee 
which will be held here Feb. 14. 

The agreement, the announce- 
ment said, will turn at promoting 
trade, participation of both coun- 
tries in joint ventures and indust- 
rial fairs and an exchange of. 
expertise in trade-related amirs. 

The agreement will be valid for 
three years. 


and denies the Palestinian people 
their right to self-determination,” 
Tanchev said. 

Lawzi meets Tanchev 

Earlier Sunday, Tanchev held 
talks with Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad A Lawzi 
and reiterated Bulgaria's support 
for Jordan’s efforts to convene an. 


international conference on the 
Middle East. The proposed con- 
ference is the only viable means 
forpeace in the region, he said. 

Tne Bulgarian leader said the 
recent superpower agreement to 
eliminate part of their nuclear 
arsenal could pave way for U.S.- 

(Continued on page 51 



Efis Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday receives Bulgarian 
Vice-President Peter Tanchev (Petra photo) 

Iraqi jets hit Kharg, Iranians 
attack U.S.-owned tanker 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi 
warplanes defied Iranian air de- 
fences Sunday to cany out their 
first raid in more than three 
months against their foe's main 
oil terminal in the Gulf, Baghdad 
and Gulf-based shipping sources 
said. 

Iranian gunboats, meanwhile, 
attacked a U.S.-owned tanker 
flying the Liberian flag near the 
Strait of Hormuz, but may have 
broken off the assault premature- 
ly when a foreign warship 
answered the tanker's distress 
call. 

An Iraqi high command state- 
ment said: “Our aircraft launched 
a destructive attack on the load- 
ing jetties at Kharg at 10:30 a.m. 
(0730 . GMT) to prevent the 
enemy using the island to export 
its oil and use the revenues to 
finance aggression against our 
people.” 

It added that all planes re- 
turned safely from the raid. Iraq 
has reported more than 150 air 
attacks on Kharg since August 
1985. 

A military spokesman in Bagh- 
dad said troops of the 2nd army 
corps beat off an Iranian attack in 
the central sector of the warfronr. 
Most of the enemy brigade was 
destroyed during the battle early 
Sunday morning, he said. 

A Gulf shipping source said 
before Iraq announced the raid 
that Kharg Island had been 
attacked at 0840 GMT and that a 
tanker was on fire. 

He had no further details. 

Iran's gunboats raked the 
American-owned tanker Diane in 
the southern Gulf with 
machinegun fire Sunday, three 
hours after one of its frigates fired 
warning shots across another 
ship, shipping sources said. 

it W3S Tehran’s fourth Gulf 
attack in five days, raising tension 


among shippers following a lull in 
raids m January. 

The shots hit the engine room 
and crew quarters of tne 64,140- 
tonne Diane at 2:20 a.m. (2220 
GMT Saturday) off the United 
Arab Emirates port of Mina 
Saqr, the sources said. 

The Diane, owned by North 
American Ship Agencies' in New 
York but flying the Liberian flag, 
caught fire’ in" the attack. 

Sources quoted by the AP said 
radio monitors overheard con- 
versation between the Diane and 
an unidentified foreign warship 
after the tanker issued a Mayday 
distress call. 

They said it was not clear how 
dose the warship was. but the 
radio exchange might have in- 
duced the Iranians to break off 
the attack sooner than usual. 

The United States, Britain. 
France, Italy and the Soviet Un- 
ion have armed vessels in the 
Gulf, generally concerned with 
escorting vessels flying their own 
respective flags, but permitted 
also to offer" aid to ships in 
trouble. 

About three hours earlier an 
Iranian frigate fired warning 
shots across a ship apparently 
reluctant to be stopped for ques- 
tioning. 

The sources could not identify 
the intercepted ship but said the 
Iranian warship allowed it to pro- 
ceed. 

Commercial vessels that are 
owned by Americans or carrying 
American cargo but do not fly the 
U.S. flag are known to have been 
pressing the Pentagon to expand 
the U.S. military protection 
umbrella to their vessels. 

The issue was played up at the 
time of the visit last month by 
U.S. Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucci to the Gulf. 









2 dome -Middle East news 

Arafat aide in Lebanon threatens 
to use force to free U.N. officials 


JORDAN TIMES, MONPAY FEBRUARY 8,1388 


SIDON, Lebanon (R) — A Palestinian official loyal 
to Yasser Arafat threatened Sunday to use force to 
free two Scandinavian United Nations relief workers 
held by Palestinian gunmen in this southern 
Lebanese town. 


Anwar Madi of the main- 
stream Fateh group, led by Ara- 
fat, told Reuters in Sidon that 
Palestinian commandos of sever- 
al factions had launched a man- 
hunt for the two in Ain A1 Hilweh 
Refugee Camp and surrounding 
hills. 

He expected the men to be 
released in 48 hours. 

Masked Palestinians snatched 
44-year-oJd Swede Jan Stening 
and Norwegian William 
Joergensen. 57. outside Sidon 
Friday. 

The two work in nearby Tjre 
for the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palesti- 
ne refugees (UNRWA), 
which provides aid to 280,000 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon 
and nearly two million more 
elsewhere in the Middle East. 

Madi said Fateh officials were 
making contacts to release the 
two “and if dialogue does not 
work we will use other ways." 

Asked if this meant force 
would be used he said: "Yes.” 

UNRWA sources told Reu- 
ters the agency had fired six 
Palestinian employees in Tyre 
the day before the kidnapping, 
after Stening and Joergensen 
discovered they were stealing 
UNRWA supplies. 

The sources said they sus- 
pected a link between the abduc- 


tions and the six, who were loyal 
to Arafat and had demanded 
that they be rehired or paid 
compensation. 

Palestinian officials loyal to 
Arafat in Sidon have described 
the kidnappers as "irregular ele- 
ments" and UNRWA itself has 
denied it fired any of its Palesti- 
nian employees. 

In Tunis, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Sunday 
denounced the kidnapping of the 
two Scandinavians and said it 
was seeking their release. 

“I am 100 per cent sure there 
is qo role of the PLO or Fateh in 
this kidnapping," PLO spokes- 
man Ahmad Abderrahman told 
Reuters. 

"Fateh and the PLO will do 
their best to secure the release of 
these two officials immediately," 
he added. 

“This act is against the Palesti- 
nian people ana the kidnappers 
want to stop the rale of UN- 
RWA helping our people in the 
refugee camps,” Abderrahman 
said. 

UNRWA officials meet 
Syrians 

Two UNRWA officials work- 
ing for the release of Stening and 


Joergensen, Irishman John 
Caro lan and Milan Trojanovic, a 
Yugoslav, arrived in Sidon Sun- 
day and went to meet local 
Syrian observers at nearby Hla- 
liyeh town. 

The kidnap victims were 
among 14 international staff with 
UNRWA in Lebanon. More 
than 2,000 Palestinians also 
work for the organisation. 

Madi, one of several Palesti- 
nian officials of various factions 
who held talks with local UN- 
RWA officials Sunday, said the 
two were held in a deserted area 
south east of Ain A1 Hilweh in 
no-mans-land between Palesti- 
nian fighters and the Shi ’ire 

Amal militia . 

Arafat enjoys a wide following 
at Ain A1 Hilweh, home to 
80,000 refugees, 40 kilometres 
from Beirut. 

“Arafat is in constant contact 
from Tunis. He has not slept 
since the kidnapping and issued 
very strict orders to us to work 
round the clock to free the two,” 
Madi added. 

Diplomats said Arafat was 
probably embarrassed by the 
kidnapping of two aid workers at 
a time when be was seeking 
enhanced support for the 
Palestinian cause and for protes- 
ters in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

UNRWA said Saturday the 
kidnappers were Palestinians 
“with connections” to Arafat 
and were holding the two in 
Sidon. 


UNRWA workers defy dangers in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) —International 
staff of the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA), defying the risk of death 
and kidnapping, still help 
thousands of Palestinian re- 
fugees across the war-torn 
Lebanon. 

The dangers they face were 
highlighted when four masked 
Palestinian gunmen snatched 44- 
year-old Swede Jan Stening and 
Norwegian Willi an Joergensen. 
57, near the southern town of 
Sidon Friday. 

“UNRWA feels its job is to be 
near the Palestinian refugees it is 
supposed to help,” said Niall 
Kiely, UNRWA’s information 
officer. 

He said Palestinians at refugee 
camps in Beirut and South Leba- 
non lived in difficult conditions 
"and it is in these areas that the 
international staff feel they have 
to be to back up the local staff.” 

UNRWA’s 1987 annual report 
included a special tribute from 
Commissioner-General Giorgio 
Giacomelli to the “devotion of 
the agency staff serving in Leba- 
non who, often at great personal 
risk to themselves, have main- 
tained the flow of services to the 
refugees.” 

The agency's director in Leba- 
non, Per Olof Hallquist, said 
Friday's kidnapping might force 


it to withdraw “non-essential 
foreign staff from Lebanon as a 
matter of emergency.” 

The victims, who had worked 
in the southern town of Tyre for 
nearly a year, were among 14 
foreigners with UNRWA in 
Lebanon. They include Scan- 
dinavians, Australians, 
Japanese, Irish and Yugoslavs. 

UNRWA and the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) were among the few 
international bodies to keep 
foreign staff in west Beirut and 
the south after 1985 when the 
killing of two Britons and an 
American led to an exodus of 
Western embassies and fore- 
igners. 

The agency transferred its in- 
ternational staff to the relative 
safety of Christian east Beirut on 
Jan. 29 last year for just 23 days 
before moving back to the Mus- 
lim western sector. 

Kiely said it kept an office in 
east Beirut “but only as an 
emergency base.” 

UNRWA, set up in 1949 to 
aid Palestinian refugees', pro- 
vides relief for two million peo- 
ple throughout the Middle East, 
including 280,000 in Lebanon. 

It employs more than 2,000 
Palestinians at its Lebanon 
offices and at 85 schools and 17 
clinics and health centres in 
more than a dozen refugee set- 


tlements. 

Kiely said die agency spent 70 
per cent of its budget on educa- 
tion, 20 per cent on health ser- 
vices and 10 per cent on welfare. 

“The fact that the kidnappers 
were Palestinians was a big 
shock to us and only harmed our 
prestige,” said one UNRWA’s 
Palestinian worker in Beirut. 

It was the first serious blow to 
UNRWA's operations in Leba- 
non since British journalist Alec 
Collett, on a special assignment 
for the agency, was kidnapped in 
March 1985. His kidnappers said 
they killed him but his body has 
not been found. 

UNRWA’s deputy director, 
Aidan Walsh, was seized and 
held for 17 hours in mainly 
Muslim west Beirut in May 1985. 
Other foreign staff left in 1986 
after receiving kidnap threats. 

The UNRWA report said 
seven staff members, all Palesti- 
nians, were killed and scores 
wounded in the year to last June. 
Since 1982, 29 staff had been 
killed and hundreds had been 
kidnapped, had been injured or 
had disappeared... 

“The safety of the staff within 
west Beirut, Sidon and Tyre, as 
well as roads to the other areas 
in Lebanon where the agency 
operates, was a constant source 
of concern,” said the report. 


UNRWA’s information offic- 
er in Beirut, Niall Kiely, fold 
Reuters the agency had no new 
information oil the release pros- 
pects of die two. “We are still 
waiting for news,” he said. 

UNRWA's director in Leba- 
non, Per Olof Hallquist, 
appealed Saturday for the re- 
lease of the two and said the 
kidnapping may threaten con- 
tinued U.N. aid to Lebanese and 
Palestinians. 

The abductions, the first of 
Scandinavians in Lebanon, 
brought to 27 the nnmber of 
foreigners missing, believed kid- 
napped in the war-tom country. 

Sweden’s consul in West Ber- 
lin, Sngenar Steftjcmberg, and 
Norway's charge d'affaires in 
Damascus, Peter Raeder, ar- 
rived in Lebanon Saturday to 
help efforts to win freedom for 
the two. 

Steftjembere said after meet- 
ing Mustapha Saad, leader of the 
S unni Muslim Popular Libera- 
tion Army (PLA) which controls 
Sidon, be hoped the case would 
be solved peacefully. 

“We would like to see a 
peaceful solution with no 
bloodshed ... PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat himself is deter- 
mined to see a speedy solution," 
he fold reporters. 

He said he would keep a vigil 
at UNRWA’s headquarters in 
Muslim west Beirut until a “hap- 
py ending is reached.'’ 

Saad condemned the kidnap- 
ping of the two Scandinavians 
and said he was making contacts 
to secure their release. 

Papandreou: 
Davos talks 
favourable 
for Cyprus 

ATHENS (R) — Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou 
said his tension-easing meeting 
with Turkish Prime Minister Tor- 
gut Ozal last weekend would be 
favourable for divided Cyprus. 

Papandreou made the com- 
ment in a statement issued late 
Saturday after a two-hour visit to 
Athens by Cypriot Foreign Minis- 
ter George lacovou. 

The Greek and Turkish leaders 
agreed at talks in Davos, Switzer- 
mid, to improve ties between 
their countries, which nearly 
went to war last year 

“The climate that prevailed 
during the Davos meeting will 
certainly have favourable effects 
on the Cyprus problem,” Papan- 
dreou said without elaborating. 

He said Greece’s line on the 
withdrawal of the Turkish troops 
from Northern Cyprus and a set- 
tlement of international aspects 
of the Cyprus situation remained 
unchanged. 

Papandreou said he would 
raise the issue of people missing 
in Cyprus with Ozal at a NATO 
meeting in Brussels in March. 

More than 1,600 people went 
missing after the Turkish invasion 
of Cyprus in 1974. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


FOLK DANCE 

4 Performances of Romanian folk 
dance daily at 940p.m. al Aha Gate- 
way Hotel [until Feb. 10). 

PUPPET THEATRE 

* Puppet Theatre vis-a’-vis al 3 JO 

E ,m. and 5:30 p.m. at the Haya Arts 
ram. 

FEATURE FILM 

"Murphy's Romance" at 7:00 p.m. at 
the American Centre. 

DOCUMENTARY 

* Documentary — Les Carnets de 
I'avcnturc at 6:10 p.m. at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

EXHIBITION 

* “L'nibanismc Parisian" at 640 p.m. 
(runs through Feb. 18) 

LECTURES 

■fr Lectures: “Les Enjeux De L'art 
contemporain cycle De Trots Coots 
P ublics. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 6610207 

American Ontre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 2- 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hap Are Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

“Children's Heritage and Science 


Mnaeam** Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, pi us a small pbneurium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 pan. ana 3:30 p.m. - 640 

E m. Closed on Friday. 
oDckire Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions Chib. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at toe 
Regency Palace Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
Lions P m a dri ph i a dab. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 pan. 
Phfladctohia Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Interco nti n en tal Hotel, 240 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile dub. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Chart* (Roman Catholic) 

Jabal Amman. TcL 624590. 

Church of the Anauariatfcm (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibden, Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
Tenrasanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Lnwdbdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Amtmdatiea (Greek 
Orthodox} Abdaii. Td. 623S41. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 625383, 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian Catbofic Cbircfc Ashrafieh, 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Td. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Chnrdi (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, Td. 771751. 

Amman i Church (Inter- 

denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisam. Tel. 
677534. 

E raugtlic il Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p. m . Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

The Church of Jens Christ it Latter- 
Day Safaris (Mom) Td. 815817, 
821264 


3 million 
Sudanese 
need food 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan said 
Sunday more than three millio n 
of its 23 million people would 
need relief food mis year. 

The official Sudan News Agen- 
cy (SUNA) said the figure in- 
cluded 1.75 millioa people in tiie 
Western provinces of Kordofan 
and Darfur who alone will need 
1X2,000 tonnes of refief food. 

Quoting government relief 
chief Al Tayeb Al Hai Al Taher, 
SUNA said another 324,000 peo- 

g e in sooth Sudan's Equatoria, 
pper Nile and Bahr AJ Ghaza 
provinces needed relief. 

Taher said 200,000 needed help 
in central Sudan, 150,000 in the 
north while 600,000 in Khartoum 
would need handouts. 

He put the Sudan's 1988 total 
needs for relief grain at 218,000 
tonnes. 

However Taher made no men- 
tion of tens of thousands of peo- 
ple living in eastern Sudan who 
lost their cattle herds, their sole 
means of fivetihood, in the great 
1984-85 drought 
Relief workers say most of the 
area’s inhabitants are still depen- 
dent on relief food. 

Sudan has reported that the 
1987-88 crop of sorghum and 
millet, the country’s main food 
staples, was less than half the 
previous season’s due to drought. 

A four-year-old bush war in the 
south between government 
troops and secessionist guerrillas 
of the Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army (SPLA) has also disrupted 
agriculture in the area. 

Khartoum newspapers Sunday 
quoted Information Minister Al 
Tonm Mohammad Al Toum as 
saying the government had de- 
cided to stop all contacts with the 
SPLA 

“No negotiations with the re- 
bels while parts of the country are 
occupied,* he was quoted as , 
saying 

The government held secret 
talks with the SPLA in December I 
and representatives of a semi- 
official body are tailring to die 
SPLA in Addis Ababa to try and 
arrange safe conduct for food 
oonvoys. 

A proposed airlift of 400 ton- 
nes of food from Khartoum to 
Juba, capital of Equatoria, was 
scheduled to begin last Tuesday 
but still had not started Sunday. 

A threat by the SPLA to shoot 
down any aircraft over the south, 
and a possibility that the govern^ 
merit had given prwrity td : 'fer-' : 
rying arms and troops to Juba 
have delayed the food airlift 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi said Tuesday that 36 river 
barges were ready to sail up the 
White Nile from the central town 
of Kosti to Malakal with relief 
food. 

But Mathew Ubor, president 
of the Southern Council, told 
relief workers Thursday that only 
six of the barges carried relief 
food while the rest were loaded 
with commercial food. 

SUNA Friday quoted an un- 
identified participant in Thurs- 
day's meeting as saying mer- 
chants whose goods enjoyed 
military protection were making 
hefty profits in the south while 
thousands there were starving. 


Doubts raised whether alleged bribe 
was factor in Iraqi pipeline deal 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Momentum was running down 
on a project to build a $1 billion 
pi npfrnp. from Iraq to Jordan in 
Mav 1985 when E. Robert Wal- 


May 1985 when E. Robert wai- 
larh asked his friend, Attorney 
General Edwin Meese IH, to get 
the ball rolling again- 

Meese called Robert McFar- 
lane, then President Ronald 
Reagan's National Security 
Adviser. McFarlane invited 
Waiinrh and a Swiss business- 
man involved in the deal, Bruce 
Rappaport, to bis office and 
assigned an aide to try to put tbe 
deaf back together. 

That meeting in June, others 
that followed, and a long memo 
from Wallacb to Meese are now 
under c rimin al investigation by 
an independent counsel. 

The probe is the latest in a 
series of investigations involving 
members of the Reagan adminis- 
tration. More than 100 people 
who have served in the adminis- 
tration, including some of the 
president's closest advisers and 
friends, have been investigated 
for wrongdoing during Reagan’s 
seven years in office. 

After the session in McFar- 
lane’s White House office, Rap- 
paport and another attorney rep- 
resenting him, Julius Kaplan, 
met separately with officials of 
die Overseas Private Investment 
Corp. (OPIC), an agency that 
would have insured the project. 
They told OPIC that McFarlane 
said the pipeline was important 
for national security. 

The president of OPIC, Craig 
Nalen, requested assurances, 
and in a meeting with McFarlane 
on June 27, 1985, “was told that 
tile -National Security Council 
was interested sin this project 
and would appreciate anything 
OPIC could do.” said OPIC 
General Counsel Eric Garfinkel. 

Meese, who has denied any 
wrongdoing in' the case, acknow- 
ledged retelling the case to 
McFarlane. 

The rest of this account was 
pieced together from interviews 
with government, industry and 
private individuals. Some of 
them spoke on condition of 
anonymity because of potential 
criminal charges arising from tbe 
case. 

Although influence peddling 
like that apparent in this case is 
not necessarily barred by law, 
independent counsel James 
McCay is considering the possi 1 
ble criminal .implications of .a . 
letter from Waliach to Meese, 


in return for . guarantees that 
'Israel would not attack the pipe- 
line. Meese has said the fetter 
was written in mid-1985, but has 
not spedfied the date. 

The pipeline was never built, 
for various economic and politic- 
al reasons, and the chronology 
offered by knowledgeable 
sources cast strong doubt on 
whether a bribe, if offered, was a 
factor. 

Reasons for pipeline 

The idea for the pipeline was 
born in the Iran-Iraq war. Short- 
ly after the conflict began in 
September 1980, Iran shut off 
Iraqi access to the Gulf through 
which Iraq shipped most of its 
32 millio n barrels a day in oil 


Isael. The suggestion came out 
of Japan, from some Japanese 
business interests,” said Don- 
ner. “Our first contact with Mr. 
Rappaport came in early 1985.” 

Rappaport said in an inter- 
view with Israeli Radio last 
weekend that he had -known 
Peres for 45 years, and flew to 
Israel and met with Peres in 
1984-85. But he denied offering 
a bribe. 

“I want to tell yon sincerely 
and under oath that there never 
was a conversation about paying 
money to a minister, a party or 
tbe government, ” Rappaport 
said. 

Rappaport retained Wallacb, 
apparently because of Wafiach’s 
lone ties with Meese. 


sting that senior 
be compensated 


Syria, allie d with Iran, shut off 
a pipeline that carried Iraqi oil to 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

Iraq, desperate for export 
earnings to nuance the conflict, 
was shipping 500,000 barrels a 
day through a pipeline across 
Turkey, sending about 200,000 
barrels a day across Jordan to 
the Red Sea Port of Aqaba and 
negotiating with Turkey, Jordan 
ana Saudi Arabia for permanent 
pipelines. 

A Jordanian diplomat in 
Washington, Akram Barakat, 
said that both his nation and Iraq 
were suspicious of Israel, parti- 
cularly after Israel bombed an 
Iraqi nuclear reactor on June 7, 
1981, and invaded Lebanon on 
June 6, 1982. 

In 1983, Jordanian diplomats 
asked U.S. officials to obtain 
Israel’s guarantees that Israel 
would not attack the pipeline, 
according to a current and a 
former American official with 
direct knowledge of the deal- 
ings. 

In the spring of 1984, when 
Shimon Peres of the Labour 
Party was prime minister of 
Israel, U.S. officials obtained 
the requested assurances. 

One former U.S. government 
official said that in 1984 the 
Israelis “didn’t need any great 
persuasion,” because they were 
not against the pipeline. 

In 1984, Jordan asked the 
giant Bechtel Group Inc., to 
prepare an engineering study of 
the proposed pipeline. The fol- 
lowing year, Bechtel enlisted 
Rappaport to cement the Israeli 
commitment, said company 
spokesman.' Al .Dormer in .San - 
Francisco. 

“We contacted Mr. Rappa- 
port because of his ties with 


By 1985, Israeli officials were 
ready to offer written guarantees 
they would not attack the pipe- 
fine, said Garfinkel, the. OPIC 
lawyer. 

Privately, Iraqi officials were 
saying that if Israel bombed the 
mpefine, they would not repay a 
tinn, milli on U.S. loan needed to 
start the project 

Late in the summer of 1985, 
“the salvage package began to 
deteriorate,” said GarfinkeL In 
the early fall, Rappaport’s attor- 
ney “brought the proposal that 
U.S. government aid funds be 
given to Israel and put in 
escrow.” 

OPIC officials questioned the 
legality of that proposal, and 
prepared a memorandum seek- 
ing clarification from the Justice 
Department, headed by Meese, 
said. Garfinkel. 

“Waliach urged us to send it 
to Meese. whim was not out at 
the ordinary,” said Garfinkel, 
“but we received no answer.” 

At about the same time. Wal- 
lach wrote the long memoran- 
dum to Meese that tbe attorney 
general said in a statement last 
Monday contained a 10-word 
reference that has “now 
mushroomed into importance.” 
The exact phrasing is unknown, 
because the memo is classified. 

Meanwhile, Democratic pres- 
idential candidate Paul Simon 
has called for Attorney General 
Edwin Meese III to resign, 
saying his leadership of toe Jus- 
tice Department diminishes re- 
spect for tbe law. 

“The person who administers 
tbe Department of Justice' 
should be a person of stature and 
eminence to whom all Amer- 
icans can look with pride,” 
Simon said Saturday. 


Benjedid hits at U.S. bid to isolate Libya 


WASHINGTON (R) — Algerian 
President Chadfi Benjedid says 
U.S. pressure is driving Libyan 
leader Col. Muammar Qadhafi 
inro “an alliance with the devil” 
that threatens stability in North 
Africa, toe Washington Post re- 
ported Sunday. 

Tbe Post quoted Benjedid as 
urging in an interview that the 
United States drop its opposition 
to an Algerian bia to “neutralise” 
Libya through accommodation 
ana political restraint. 

“It we isolate it, we le 


; we isolate it, we leave Libya 


to have an alliance with the de- 
vil,” Benjedid said. He said U.S. 
policy could push Qadhafi to 
agree to toe establishment of 
foreign military bases on Libyan 
sod. 

Benjedid welcomed Qadhafi to 
the eastern coastal city of Annaba 
Saturday after the Libyan ended 
a two-day visit to Tunisia. That 
visit, said by the Post to have 
been arranged by Algeria, was 
Qadhafi’s first to T unisia since 
1984. 

Benjedid did not name the fore- 


ign power that Qadhafi might; 
invite into Libya to counter U.S.' 
pressure. 

But tbe paper said the context" 
of his remarks made it clear he 
was referring to the Soviet Un-’ 
ion, the mam arms supplier for 
both Libya and Algeria. 1 

The united States bombed; 
Libya in April 1986 in retaliation ' 
for what Washington charged was' 
Qadhafi’s “role in international* 
terrorism." The Reagan adminis- ■ 
nation has a longstanding policy ' 
of trying to isolate Qadhafi. 
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12d0 _.Gnro (RJ 

1*35 Kuwait RJ 

1*5® Bahrain. Doha E J 

2040 JoK(R/ 

20:15 Giin>(RJ 

20:45 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


0fc30 

0&30 

10:10 

lfcM 

Ifc20 

15:10 

I5s45 


. Cairo. London (BA' 


Bonn (MEA 1 

Frankfort (Ul 

Cairo (MS 

Vienna (IA 

— Kuwait (KU 

Bahrain (GF 


PRAYER TIMES 


0S*Z Fair 

0<k21 (Sunrise) Doha 

11:50 Dbuhr 

1451 ‘Aar 

17:18 Maghreb 

IfcJ7 Tsha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Me teoro l ogy. 

It wiD be partly cloudy with slight 
rain. Slight rise in t e mpe ra ture will 
occur. The wind will be northwesterly. 
In Aqaba, it wiO be partly doody, 
northerly wind and calm sea. 

MmJmax. temp. 

Amman .......... 5 / f 4 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 4/15 

Jordan Valley - 9/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba 18. Humidity readings: 
Amman 8 1 per cent, Aqaba 45 per 
cent. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Sunday rates 

Local seJldruy rates in rib 

Belgian franc 94 SJ 96.4 

Dutch guilder 176.6/ 179.5 

Frencfateme SSJV 39.7 

Italian lira 27/ 27.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) ....2603/ 2653 

Swedish crown ............. 55.9/ 56.9. 

Swiss franc 241.7/ 2463 

U.KL sterling pound 591 21 6023 

U-S. dollar - 337.8 1 343.1 

W, German mark 197 S 2 01.8 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman governorale 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

CSvO Defence Irbid .... 271293, 273131 

Civil Defence Qnwnsmeb 770733 

Civil Defence DeirAHa 57306 

Ambulance - 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Poticerescue 192, 621 U 1.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water cotnplamts 771125/8 
Queen Alia IstL Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hu&cin Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khaiidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.,, 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Pafestine.'Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmesani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S4584S 

Al-Mnasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdaii 666127/37 

Al-AhIL Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mubajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Malta 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ,...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Hourani 625478 

Dr. Akram Samhan 894611 

Dr. Arafat Al Ash-ttab 602507 

Dr. Adel Dabdoub — 893644 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Kayyalitaxi 636730 

Tannataa 644660 

Tamer taxi 666467 

Raghdantaxi 842400 

Raqab l«i 736428 

Sayelboa 776131 


OtBID: 

Dr. Fhwwaz Mountain . 
Sbaraa" pharmacy 


Dr. Mousa Taha Odeh 982049 

Khalif eh pharmacy 985417 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 . 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel cements 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East caUs ......... 10 

Overseas cans —..— 17 

Repair service 11 


market prices 


Uppcrflower price in Os 


Apple (green) 470/400 

Banana 350/300 

Banana (Makamroar) 300/240 

fans - — 480 / 400 

Beans(broad) 480/400 

£®bbage ....... 140/100 

Camx (Neck)- 220/160 

Carrot (yellow) 220/160 

Cauliflower 140/100 

Qmrmberj 230/170 

Dates (box).... 1000/ 800 

Eggplart (large) 110 / 80 

Cache 240/200 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Mandarin 

Marrow 

Omcm (green) ” 

Onion (dry) 


Oranges rShammotin 

Pepper ten) . 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Radtfisfa 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Turnip ........ 


130/100 

.... 140/100 

220/160 

..... 150/100 

— 120/ Si) 
.... 220/170 

320 / 280 
.... 270/200 
.... 400 / 320 
.... 220/180 
150/100 

— 90/ 40. 
.... 140/100 
.... 110/ 80 

160/120 ■ 
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Regent receives head of 
Jordan- Japan society 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, conferred at the 
Royal Court Sunday with the 
chairman of the Japanese-Jorda- 
nian Friendship Society Mafao 
Funahashi on Jordanian- 
Japanese relations. 

The meeting was attended by 
the Japanese change d’affaires in 

Amman 

Funahashi arrived in Amman 
Saturday evening on a visit to 
Jordan during which he was ex- 
pected to hold talks with senior 
officials on means of bolstering 
Jordanian-Japanese relations in 


all fields. 

Funahashi is also due to meet 
with members of the Jo rdanian - 
Japanese Friendship Society to 
discuss means of stimwfating the 
society’s role in promoting tri- 
lateral cooperation. 

The Japanese guest who is due 
to leave for Kuwait Monday was 
also expected to tour archaeolo- 
gical rites and visit development 
projects. in the Kingdom. 

Upon his arrival at the airport 
Funahashi was greeted by. the 
Jordanian-Japanese Friendship 
Society vice chairman, Zuhair 
Asfour, and society members. 


YMCA moves to support 
Palestinian uprising 



MAJALl INSPECTS FORCES: Public gurating a new military camp for two police units. 
Security Director General LC-Oen. Abdul Had! A1 The inauguration was attended by assistants to the 
MajaE inspects public security troops, after inan- PSD director and senior police officers. 


■r**a*i 


--- \ aaj 




.AMMAN (J.T.) — The World 
Alliance of Young Men’s Christ- 
ian Association (YMCA) has cal- 
led on its members to take steps 
in support of Pales tinian uprising 
in the occupied territories. 

A recent YMCA memorandum 
urged its members to contact 
their respective governments, 
Israeli embassies and Jewish 
groups, and individuals, to in- 
form diem of the use of force and 
live ammunition by Israeli troops 
against the Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip; the 
expulsion of Palestinian leaders 
from the occupied territories in 
violation of United Nations re- 
solutions and the Geneva Con- 
vention, and the need to hold an 
international peace conference. 

The memorandum called for 
the start of educational program- 
mes on the Palestinian issue. 
YMCA movements such as those 
in the Netherlands, Germany, 
Norway, Canada and UJK. have 
developed material on the sub- 
ject. 

A third call contained in the 
memorandum was for support of 
the World Alliance Refugees and 


Program i 
individu; 


It 

pointed out that individuals and 
associations could contribute to 
the Tadeusz Paczkowski Memo- 
rial Fund to publish the history of 
the YMCA's 40 years of service 
with Palestinian refugees and 
their contemporary situation and 
needs; and can include financial 
support for refugee services in the 
Gaza Strip, West Bank, Jordan 
and Lebanon. 

The memorandum also re- 
. a recent YMCA visit to 

. and identified some of the 

root causes for the present upris- 
ing such as detention of boys and 
young people and the physical 
abuse by the Israeli authorities of 
prisoners at Ansar IX detention 
camp. 

Ib another report, released at 
the same time, the World 
Alliance of YMCA urged its 
members to support the people of 
South Africa, Namibia and the 
“front-line” states which “are 
struggling for their God-given hn- 
mandigmty and the totafelimina- 
tion or the inhuman system of 
apartheid.” 


Patriarch Sabbah lauds King’s 
efforts for just peace in Mideast 


”1- -> -i EL- 






PSD begins JD 6m expansion! 
plan to improve operations 


a 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Pnbhc 
Security Department (PSD) has 
decided to start implementing a 
three-year expansion scheme at a 
cost of JD 6 million and promote 
the department's operations and 
services. 

The projects, to lie executed' 
between now and 1990, include 
setting up 16 new security cen- 
tres, 10 maintenance workshops, 
five centres to operate highway 
patrol units and other administra- 
tion braidings in different parts of 
the country, according to a PSD 


tions. These operations include, 
monitoring of roads through a 
television camera, a system which 
will greatly facilitate police traffic 
work. Col. Nimer explained. 

He said that the 10 mainte- 
nance workshops wonld.be built, 
in Aqaba. Maan. Karat, Zarqa, 
Artin, Jafr, Maftaq, Tafileh, 
Irbid and Muwaaqar and would 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Roman 
Catholic Patriarch Michel Sabbah 
Sunday lauded His Majesty King 
Hussem’s efforts for achieving a 
just and durable peace in the 
Middle East through a U.N.- 
sponsored international confer- 
ence. 

He told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the people of 
the Holy Land and Jerusalem are 
yearning for genuine peace after 
long years of raftering; and they 
hope that the King will be suc- 
cessful in his endeavours to bring 
about a lasting settlement. 

The patriarch, now on a visit to 
Amman following his consecra- 
tion on Jan. 6 in Rome by Pope 
John, Paul n. said that he was 
bringing a message of peace from 
the Holy Land which has been 
witnessing an uprising against 
Israeli occupation rale. 

The uprising is of concern to 
die Roman Catholic Church and 
all the believers: in God, because 
it embodies the problem of those 
suffering from the present situa- 
tion; and it is an earnest move 
towards liberation and justice and 
peace. Patriarch Sabbah said. 

He said that the Pope’s attitude 
towards the situation in the occu- 



Micbel Sabbah 

pied Arab territory is well-known 
and his endeavours to end the 
Arab- Israeli conflict “stems from 
Jesus Christ’s peace mission in 
the Holy Land.” 

The consecration of the 54- 
year-old Sabbah, as the first Arab 
to head Jerusalem Patriarchy for 
Latin-rite Catholics has been de- 
scribed by the Vatican as a strictly 
religious affair. 

The consecration of Sabbah as 
patriarch came after the Pope 


called for peace in the Israeli 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

In the interview with Petra, the 
patriarch said he was an active 
contributor to the ongoing isla- 
mic-Christian dialogue. 

“I always looked to the Islamic 
heritage as an Arab heritage and 
a Christian- Arab heritage, raid as 
such I consider both as one herit- 
age which can lead to genuine, 
close cooperation between 
Christians and Muslims, further 
deepening understanding among 
the believers of the two faiths,” 
Patriarch Sabbah noted. 

He voiced hope that His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, will be successful in 
his genuine endeavours to lead 
the dialogue towards serving the 
cause of the two religions and the 
cause of peace andco ope ration 
between Christians and Muslims. 


Patriarch Sabbah who arrived 
in Amman from Jerusalem across 
the King Hussein Bridge last Fri- 
day, is due to return to Jerusalem 
on Friday after completing his 
visit here' and holding talks with 
officials and religious leaders. 


Engineers association gears up for elections 

AlAf /T>r , rrm m . • . . . £. .L. . • 


help save time and expenses that 
involve sending 



yr' 


- -I* •»£ 


— : up FSJ>owned buildings 

facilities and dispense with rented 
buildings. 

Interviewed by A1 Ra’i Arabic 
daily. Colonel Abdul Salam Nim- 
er, director of PSD's buildings 
department, said the security cen- 
tres project entail the installation 
of special computerised equip- 
ment and laying cables required 
for command and control opera- 


wonld otherwise i o 

police vehicles to the PSD’s cen- 
tral workshops in Amman. 

According to Col. Nimer, near- 
ly 80 per cent of work had been 
completed on a PSD reformatory 
and rehabilitation centre for pris- 
oners. The new centre, located at 
Swaqa, will be ready for occupan- 
cy by August 1988, Col. Nnner 
said. He said that the JD 4.745 
million centre was a comprehen- 
sive compound with facilities for i ■. , , 

vocational training and other uti- I J}0|Q QJJ 
tides designed to reform inmates 
and prepare them to become use- 
ful members of society. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
^n Engraeera - Association 
U&A) is gearing' np“for this 
month’s election of a new presi- 
dent and board inembers and one 
prominent engineer has already 
announced intention to seek the 
post of president. 

The sole candidate is Laith 
Shbeilat, a member of the Lower 
House of Parliament, who has 
been a JEA member for many 
years. 

Eight members have 


announced plans to seek board 
membership and -four others are 
feekiimthe post of vice president. 

Under the JEA law, the cur- 
rent JEA president, Ibrahim Abu 
Ayyash, cannot nominate himself 


for the two-year presidency since 
he has already served in foe post 
for two successive mandates. The 
election, to be held on Feb. 26, 
will follow JEA’s genera] assem- 
bly meetings on Feb. 19 and 12. 


Arab Thought Forum continues meetings 

Scholars propose ways 
to end Lebanon’s crisis 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The socio-economic and political struc- 
ture in Lebanon had all the elements of a civil war 
before the actual breakout of the bloody crisis in 
1975, Lebanese scholars said Sunday and proposed 
several measures to overcome the crisis which has 
threatened to “destroy the whole country.” 

The scholars told the Amman- 
based Arab Thought Forum that 
allegations the war was caused by 
“external Arab and Palestinian 
intervention” were unfounded, 
and that the internal socio-politic- 
al structure of the Lebanese soci- 
ety “was waiting for foe spark” 
that ignited foe 13-year-old crisis. 

Addressing the second session 
on the socio-economic dimen- 
sions of the Lebanese war. Dr. 

Elias Saba said there was still a 
chance to get foe country out of 
its present economic crisis. 

“The problem is not caused by 
economic or social backwardness 
or by poverty.” Saba explained. 

“It is caused by mismanage- 
ment.” 

As a way out of foe present 
crisis, foe Lebanese scholar re- 
commended four steps to reviling 
foe Lebanese economy: 

— An agreement for develop- 
ing foe economic system as prat 


— The recruitment of efficient 
and credible dements to take 
charge of the public sector, 

— The establishment of a ba- 
lance between government 
spending and revenues, and 

— The reformulation of Leba- 
non's role so as it does not rely on 
“connections” but on proficien- 
cy. specialisation and produc- 
tivity. 

Addressing the same subject. 
Dr. Kama! Hamdan said foe 
Lebanese war has imposed sever- 
al changes in the country's socio- 
economic structure including the 
strangling of the services indus- 
tries, the flight of productivity 
elements and foe restructuring of 
the private sector towards a fore- 
ign oriented trading. 

On Lebanon's future pros- 
pects, Hamdan drew three sce- 
narios: 

— A deterioration in the poli- 
tical situation and foe institu- 


ng the economic system as part ncal situation and foe institu- 
of a political agreement on foe tionalisarion of cantonic divi- 
future of Lebanon, sions. In this lies a political and 


economic suicide of foe country, 
because Lebanon will lose foe 
necessary integration of its broad- 
er economic elements. 

— The renewal of a factional 
settlement among the various 
parlies of the Lebanese 
“bourgeoisie" and its social and 
religious segments, through re- 
ciprocal compromises. This 
stands in the way of the establish- 
ment of a state with a central role 
that could carry out a real de- 
velopmental drive. Such a settle- 
ment will not solve any problem 
and will not produce' a united 
people or a united state, army or 
economy. 

— The emergence of an en- 
lightened “bourgeois'' revolution 
that links its interests with those 
of foe state and transcends poli- 
tical and factional personalities. 
This revolution would aim at 
establishing political, economic 
and social reform, the gradual 
abolishment of factionalism, the 
development of the bases for 
democracy and proper repre- 
sentation. the restructuring of ties 
with Arab states, the redistribu- 
tion of income and the limiting of 
exploitation. 

Hamdan observed that the ele- 
ments for the third possibility 
“are not yet ripe — though this 
may be the only possible 
chance.” 


Hamzeh lays foundation stone for college 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Health Minis- 
ter Zaid Hamzeh Sunday laid foe 
foundation stone for a compound 
to house a nursing college and a 
paramedical institute to be set up 
at Yajouz near Zarqa. 

In a speech at the ceremony, 
Hamzeh said the Health Ministiy 
was striving to ensure basic health 
care for all citizens through estab- 
lishing integrated health centres 
and nnrsing training facilities 
around foe Kingdom. 

Qualified nurses will be 
appointed at various health cen- 
tres where they can help promote 
basic health services to the com- 
munity. he said. 

The ministry decided to build a 
new nursing college because foe 
old building in Zarqa cannot cope 
with the increasing number of 
nurses and paramedics, Hamzeh 
said. 

The old college now turns out a 


limited number of nurses and 
midwives annually, but the new 
compound will be graduating 
some 1U0 nurses and 2? midwives 
every year, to Zarqa Governo- 
rs te 'Health Department Director 
Noufan Humud said. 


He said that the project which is 
to be set up on a 1U.UUU square 
metres of land will include clas- 
srooms, Laboratories, store 
houses, administration wing, con- 
ference hall, staff rooms, and an 
operation theatre. 


Dr. Maurice P. Dahdaleh 

M.B.JB.S. (London), M.R.C.P. (U.K.) 
NEUROLOGIST 

Has moved his private cHnic from Palestine Hospital 
to its new premises at 31, Iben Khaldoun Street. Jabal 
Amman, (near Khalidi Hospital and opposite Rawhi 
Pharmacy) 

For appointments please call 640422 or 640423 


Seminar 


status of 


Ajloimi, businessmen review 
plans for tourism company 


•>;tv 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Tourism Zuhair Ajlouni met in 
Amman Sunday with members of 
the J ordanian-Egyp tian Business- 
men Society to discuss setting up 
a joint Jordanian-Egyptian tour- 
ism investment company. 

A decision on establishing foe 
company was taken by foe Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com- 
mittee in its last meeting. Prom- 
oting tourism in foe southern 
regions of Sinai and Jordan, in- 
cluding Petra and Aqaba was set 
as foe main operation of foe 
company. 

Sunday’s talks covered the 
basic measures to be taken for 


setting up foe company, fixing its 
capital and defining its objec- 
tives, according to a statement 
issued after the meeting. 

Ajlouni also discussed with foe 
businessmen means of increasing 
income accruing from tourism in 
Egypt and Jordan and means of 
promoting tourist attractions in 
foe two countries, foe statement 
said. 

The meeting also discussed 
subjects that are to be taken up by 
a general meeting of foe society 
in Aqaba on Feb. 25. The meet- 
ing wih be attended by Ajlouni 
and his Egyptian counterpart. 


handicapped 

AMMAN (Petra) — A one day 
seminar on legislations covering 
the status of- handicapped per 
sons in Jordan was held here 
Sunday under foe patronage of 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ibn Zaid. 

The prince who addressed foe 
meeting said that foe seminar was 
to discussing legislations 
that can help the handicapped 
adapt to society. 

Tne Ministry of Soda! De- 
velopment has now embarked on 
out a legislation for 
_ ped people, raid foe new 
civil service law has opened the 
doors for all handicapped persons 
to be appointed in government 
departments, Prince Ra’d said. 


won 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet approves cooperation programme 



ion Thouqan Hinoawi and approved foe executive prog- 
ramme of cultural cooperation with Czechoslovakia. The Cabinet 
deri ded to form the Jordanian delegation to foe meetings of the 
Inter-Arab Information Standing Committee, due to be held in 
Tunis on Feb. 17. The delegation will be headed by Jordanian 
News Agency Director General Ati Al Safadi, Also at its Sunday 
meeting, foe Cabinet endorsed foe appointment of Maurice 
Khalaf as New Zealand’s honoraiy consul to Jordan. 

French books go on exhibition today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A wide collection of French books will be on 
display for the first rime at the French Cultural Centre on Feb. 
8-10. The French Cultural Centre in cooperation with foe Jordan 
Distribution Agency have brought a variety of books on pfioto- 
Joidan, the classics and many others published by 


^.t/u^Natman fotenrationaL Director of foe French courses 
and head of this exhibition* Jean Michael Coste, said that foe 
Jordan Distribution Agency suggested tins exhibition because 
“there were not many French books on foe bookshelves m 
Jordan.” ■ . 


Peace marcher 
to visit 
Gulf 

war front 


KUWAIT (R) — A 24-year-old 
Jordanian who is walking around 
foe world said Sunday be planned 
to visit the Iran-fraq war front to 
appeal for peace. 

fetid Mohammad Al Amaireh 
arrived in Kuwait late Saturday 
after a 4,500-ktiometre trek from 
Jordan via Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain. 

He told foe Kuwait News 
Agency KUNA he hoped next to 
reach foe front, 160 kilometres 
away, where he appeal for peace 
even though Iran refused to 
listen. 

168 countries over the next fo 
years carrying peace banners. 

He said he hoped he could 
return at the end of his trip and 
find the Arab World united as a 
single nation. - - 



WE CAN HELP 
YOU 

HELP THE 
JORDANIAN 
ECONOMY 

Petra has one aim: To assist the private sector in 
increasing income, exports and employment in the 
Kingdom. 


If you have a privately owned firm or you 
are an entrepreneur or part of a business 
group, Petra can help you. 

By meeting an average of 50% of the 
cost proposed for your activity, Petra 
will encourage and assist you in 
getting your business off the ground, 


Petra, a project of the Jordanian Ministry of 
Planning and the United States Agency for 
International Development. 

For more information call on 

PETRA Office 

Jordan Tower Building, 14th floor. 

Tel. 64/601, 647602 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Or write to P.O- Box 1982, Amman 
Jordan. 
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Conspicuous indifference 

WORD from southern Sudan is that more than 120,000 
people may starve to death unless food and relief supplies 
are ferried to them immediately. While the world was 
absorbing the shock and gravity of the situation, the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), the main rebel 
movement fighting the Khartoum government for the 
past several years, has claimed shooting down a “military 
plane” near the southern Sudanese provincial capital of 
Juba, thus raising alarm over the government’s plan to 
launch an emergency airlift of food to the starving 
thousands. While it was no secret that famine and 
drought are the major threats firing the Sudanese, the 
rebels’ activities have been consistently aimed at foiling 
Khartoum’s efforts to alleviate the suffering of the 
people. 

Notwithstanding our desire to leave it to the Sudanese 
government and the rebels to sort out the problem among 
themselves, we feel it is time other Arab governments 
began a concerted effort to defuse the situation if only 
because there appears to be no doubt about foreign 
involvement in Sudan’s affairs and the rebelfion. 

We In Jordan, despite oar limited resources, have 
always extended a helping hand to the Sudanese in the 
form of relief supplies and medical assistance. The 
shipment of more assistance, including the assignment of 
a new medical team to Sudan, earlier this week, was the 
latest manifestation of Jordan’s desire to aid our brethren 
in Sudan. But the apparent silence from other Arab 
countries far richer in resources than Jordan is troubling. 
Western and Internationa] relief agencies wonder 
whether it is in their Interest to continue relief operations 
in an Arab country while other Arab countries look the 
other way. 

It is time for Arab countries to formnlate a comprehen- 
sive s^tegy tobelp the Sudanese,, who are- deprived of 
food and water,' while their brethren elsewhere in the 
Arab World are engaged in a spree of consumerism that 
is as conspicuous as ever. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AJ Ra ’i: Murphy’s unholy mission 

IT is difficult for us to believe that the LLS. envoy Richard Murphy’s 
mission in the Middle East could be beneficial to ns in view of the 
U.S. stand vis-a-vis the Arab Nation. The U.S.-biased attitude 
towards Israel and Washington's unlimited assistance to the Jewish 
state and the aggressors, can point only to one direction: That the 
IJ.S. stand which is hostile to the Arabs and the Palestinian people 
will continue, and nothing can change this fact. In the light of this fact 
and because the dedsioa-fnakeis in the United States are completely 
under the influence of world Zionism, we can only believe that 
Murphy has been entrusted by the U.S. administration to try to 
dissuade the Arab countries horn lending support and assistance to 
the Palestinian uprising, and so draw a wedge within the Arab Nation 
and destroy all forms of solidarity with the Palestinian people in their 
present plight. Murphy's mission was preceded by reports from 
Washington that the U.S. intends to offer a new idea namely to hold 
elections in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip to elect 
Palestinians to negotiate with Israel and the United States over a 
solution. Jordan, for its part has already aborted such suspect plans 
and openly declared its total support for the Arab uprising and its 
adherence to the proposed international conference to bring about a 
lasting peace to the area. 

AlDustour: A call for world help 

KING Hussein, who is now on a tour of European countries has 
reiterated that the Palestinian uprising in the occupied Arab territory 
represents a call to the world at large for extending help in 
reestablishing peace and justice. King Hussein's talks with the 
European leaders and his calls on world nations to help bring about 
peace to the Middle East came at a time when the uprising in the 
west Bank and the Gaza Strip enters its third month, and as more 
and more support is being given to the Palestinians and their just 
cause world wide. Israel has no way of avoiding the facts nor the 
anger of world nations over its treatment of Palestinian people and 
inhuman practices against innocent civilians. The support for the 
Palestinians is bound to increase as the Palestinians continue to 
escalate their anti-Israeli actions and protests. It has become clear 
not only to the world but also to the Israelis themselves that the iron 
fist policy practiced on the Arabs has failed to yield any result and 
that "Occupation can only result in revolt and more bloodshed. The 
violence and the counter Israeli action against the uprising and the 
inhuman treatment of Palestinian people have all been conveyed to 
the world through the press ana television, thus drawing more 
indignation from peace loving nations and calling for speedy action 
towards peace. 

SawtAlShaab : Clear policy 

PRIME Minister Zaid Rifai’s statement to the Mideast Mirror 
reflected Jordan's dear policy and embodied the national stand 
which Jordan has been adhering to over the vears. In his statement 
Rifai reiterated Jordan's total rejection of the so-called American 
sponsored autonomy rule for the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and 
renewed Jordan's support for the uprising of the Palestinian people in 
the face of oppression. Rifai also echoed King Hussein's previous 
statements that Philip Habib, the U.S. envoy who visited Amman a 
short while ago did not carry any new American ideas for a peace 
settlement. He said that the autonomy rule was an Israeli brainchild 
and part of the David Camp agreement which was rejected by Jordan 
and which has been dead for a long time. Rifai made it clear that 
Jordan will continue to shoulder its national responsibility towards 
Palestine and the Palestinian people, and will continue to demand a 
total Israeli withdrawal from all Arab lands, and also the convening 
of an international conference for the attainment of a comprehensive 
eace. The conference idea the prime minister said, has been backed 
y all the Arabs in their summit meeting in Ammon; and therefore, 
should be the only way for achieving stability, security and peace in 
this region. 
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Seeing beyond the uprising 


ByWaleedSadi 


SHORT of a military conquest of tost Arab territories including nothing more than delineating wisely the border ^^toaomy ' °tafts formula aoTlSenwts to 
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Jerusalem, I do not see how the Arabs expect to retrieve all the 
land they lost in 1967 over a conference table be it international or 
otherwise. As the well rooted adage goes, what is lost by force 
cannot be recovered except by force. This is a cardinal principle in 
contemporary as well as ancient diplomacy and the Middle East 
conflicts are not likely to emerge as exceptions to this rule. Yet in 
the midst of the political flurry which ensued in the wake of the 
on-going glorious Palestinian revolt in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, the Arab side is still entertaining the hope of recouping by 
negotiations what they had lost by war .This is not to suggest that 
the Arab side should foresake negotiations and opt for war. Such 
giant decisions can be taken only by the Arab policy makers who 
have access to all relevant data pertaining to-the issues of war and 
peace. Rather it is a reminder that .negotiations, per se, whether 
conducted under the aegis of the United^ Nations or otherwise entail 
by necessity the dynamics of “give’ 1 and “take”; and bow much 
giving or taking is involved depends on the overall strength and 
bargaining position of the respective adversaries. But in au cases, 
negotiations as such seldom, if ever, entail the restoration of status 
quo ante. Accordingly, if the Arab side grudgingly or willy nflly 
moves in the direction of negotiations with Israel, it must be 
prepared to entertain the probabilities of having to live with 
concessions or compromises some which may be digestible while 
others may not. In the final analysis the art of sound negotiations is 


concessions or compromises which can be approved nationally, hi 
this am text I wonder. if the Arab parties have deliberated among 
themselves sufficiently and in depth what they are prepared to 
concede to the Israeli adversary and what they are not prepared to 
yield come what may. Of coarse no one in his right mind would 
expect the Arab side to reveal folly and before band its bottom line 
position beyond which it is not prepared to go no matter how 
seemingly tempting is the peace offer submitted to it. Yet one 
would have thought that the Arab carries have begun the process of 


international conference on peace which Peres has been cfaammon- 
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examining their Bargaining stances in a coordinated az 
nised manner in advance of the projected international peace 
conference. As of now there. is no evidence of anything of the sort 
happening and now is the time to rectify the situation especially in 
the wake of finny of political activity that ensued from the 
Palestinian uprising. And now is the time for maximum Arab 
solidarity against any peace initiatives that would not meet the 
minimum Arab requirements for an honourable and durable peace. 

It is indeed a calamity of giant proportions if after two months of 
the Palestinian uprising, the only peace scheme put forward for 
negotiations is the so-called autonomy or self-rule proposals. Such 
ideas have long been dead. Even Egypt which had signed the Camp 
David accords in 1979 has since abandoned such schemes and of 
late has described them as exercises in futility. What is also puzzling 
is the muted reaction of the Israeli Labour Party and its leader 
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and the ranks of tfc Israeli body politik mov ^. evc ^“^ n ^j£ 
the right in the wake of the recent eventsi sad dwgjMte m the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip? This is the very kind of negative 
development that the Arab, parties must be 
among themselves with the purest intentions and highest intellec- 
tual and political courage posable. Most of all, the on-going 
Palestinian uprising needs now more than even an Arab, consensus 
to guide its Mure course. The least that the Palestinians under 
occupation expect from their Arab partners now is the articulation 
and elaboration of a specific programme of action that goes beyond 
the mere call for the convening of an international conference on 
peace in the Middle East. Most of all any such programme of action 
must embody a set of principles arid policy decisions that can be 
described as operational' and functional. Otherwise tne forces 
generated by this glorious Palestinian revolt would just dissipate 
and wither in the wind as soon as thelast stone is thrown. Time is 
ripe to see beyond the uprising and time is propitious to promote 
viable options that were made posable by this popular revolt. 


The deadly silence: The absence of debate 
on the Middle East in U.S. elections 
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The following is the last part of a study by Dr. James director- 

of the Washington-based Arab American Institute. Parts I and 2 
appeared in Saturday’s and Sunday’s issues of the Jordan Times. - 


George Bosh 

The vice president, who has 
devoted much of his professional 
life to g o v ernm ent service, has 
bad extensive exposure to the 
Middle East It may be noted that 
Bush was rated the “least desir- 
able Republican contender” by 
die National Jewish Coalition, an 
organisation devoted to building 
“ties between the Jewish com- 
munity and the Republicans.” 

Among his failing s the NIC 
notes that"? 

“Since becoming vice presi- 
dent, there have been a number 
of disturbing reports about Bush. 
Former Secretary of State Alex- 
ander Haig, for example, related 
how Bush had persuaded Presi- 
dent Reagan to vote in the U.N. 
to condemn Israel's move into 
Lebanon. In 1984, New York 
Times columnist W illiam Satire 
wrote that after Israel’s bomt 
of the Iraqi nuclear reactor, Bi 
‘led the charge to punish Israel by 
withholding shipments of prom- 
ised aircraft,' and, that Bush has 
been a strong voice in urging the 
president to trust the ‘moderate' 
Arabs. During the Beirut air- 
plane hijacking crisis. Bush went 
further than any administration 
spokesman in equating Israel’s 
detention of Lebanese Shi’ite ter- 
rorists with tiie hijacking when he 
stated, ‘People held against inter- 
national law should be released’ 
and that UJS. policy was ‘to 
welcome the release of people 
held hostage.” 7 
recently, according to 
the Tower Commission Report 
(investigating the Iran-contra 
affairs), Bush expressed concern 
about the extent to which U.S. 
interests ‘were in the grip of the 
Israelis.’ These actions more so 
than speeches to Jewish audi- 
ences are certainly more indica- 
tive of a mind set about IsraeL” 
. In his campaign speeches. Bush 
is known for stressing the “special 
relationship between Israel and 
the United States,” and promot- 
ing his role m cementing U.S.- 
Israel ties. In the last year’s 
spring he was the first candidate 
to visit the Middle East, 
sure that he was pboto£ 
with prominent Israeli leaders 
and at all the appropriate Jewish 
landmarks, in particular the Wail- 
ing Wall and the Holocaust 
Memorial. 

At the National Jewish Coali- 
tion forum on April 29th, Bush 
said: 

“Until the PLO renounces ter- 
ror, takes out of its charter the 
call for the destruction of “the 
Zionist entity,” and! recognises 
Israel's right to exist, the United 
States will not recognise the 
PLO, nor have discussions with it. 
The PLO cannot be a party to 
international negotiations with 
this onus hanging over them.” 

Bush recently visited the Gulf 
in support of the Arab Gulf states 
and. as noted, has taken the lead 
within the administration to sup- 
port good relations with “moder- 
ate” Arab states, even though the 
report of the commission which 
he headed on terrorism was one- 
sided and simplistic. 

Since becoming vice president. 
Bush has also maintained his 
openness to Arab Americans, 
meeting with them publicly and 
maintaining access to the Arab 
American community through 
Governor John Sununu (R-N.H.),' 
a prominent Arab American. He 
personally supported Sununu, his 
friend and New Hampshire cam- 
paign chairman, against attacks by 
the ADL, and has been receptive to 
the involvement of Arab Amer- 
icans in his campaign. 

Robert Dole 

Sen. Dole (R- Kan.) is a sea- 
soned politician whose political 
approach adheres to the proposi- 
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tion that strongly held beliefs do 
not necessarily make for effective 
leadership. His voting record 
while Senate majority leader indi- 
cates that he has both consistently 
voted in favour of aid to Israel 
and supported aims sales to Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan. As theJewzsh 
Times noted: 

“His early record shows that he 
usually voted against foreign aid 
bills containing needed assistance 
for Israel, while taking strong 
-Israel stances on other issues, 
the Republicans regained 
control of the White House and 
the Senate, he began to support 
administration foreign aid re- 
quests, but shifted his position on 
arms sales to Arab countries. 
Although he has been active in 
promoting the U.S.-Israel Free 
Trade Zone and in combatting te- 
rrorism, his vocal support for arm 
sales to Arab countries (AWACS 
and others), and his more ‘even- 
handed’ approach to Middle East 
issues has created dismay among 
Jewish leaders. ” . . , . 

Dole has J been accessible ‘ ro 
Arab Americans throughout his 
leadership tenure in the Senate, 
first appearing at the Arab Amer- 
ican Instituted Inaugural Confer- 
ence in March 1985 and, subse- 
quently. at the 1986 National 
Association of Arab Americans 
Conference. At a March 12, 1987 
meeting with AAI, Dole reaf- 
firmed his commitment to “con- 
tinuing) efforts to deal with 
moderate Arab dements around 
die world,” noting that “whoever 
is going to be president... has an 
obligation to talk to all Amer- 
icans.” 

Notwithstanding his record and 
accessibility. Dole was a leading 
sponsor of the legislation to close 
the Palestine Information Office 
in Washington, and the PLO 
observer mission to die U.N. He 
adheres to the administration line 
about the PLO, remarking at the 
National Jewish Coalition forum 
on April 29th that: 

‘Tne PLO is a terrorist orga- 
nisation. Arafat is a terrorist. 
Abu Abbas, and Abu Nidal, and 
all the others can hide in the 
shadows. We know who they all 
are. We know what they stand 
for. And we want no part of 
them, or their organisations in 
the United States. 

Recent indications are that 
Dole may be downplaying his 
support for the closure of PIO 
office. A Washington Times arti- 
cle noted that Dole has so far 
refused to lead or join in the fight 
against the ACLU’s efforts to 
keep the PIO open, unlike Kemp 
and other sponsors of the bill. 
Arab Americans involved with 
his campaign note that his rhetor- 
ic with regard to the bill has 
softened since meeting with com- 
munity leaders shortly after the 
bill's introduction. 

Pierre ‘Pete’ do Pont 

Pete du Pout's position paper 
focuses solely on Israel. 

In it he calls for an uncon- 
ditional guarantee for Israel's 
security and strength, as well as 
“cooperation ana coordination 
with Israel against terrorism.” 

Other papers and discussions 
reveal little awareness of die cul- 
ture and politics of the Arab 
states. Dun Pont displays surpri- 
singly little knowledge of historic- 
al conditions underlying the 
Palestinian-Israeli dispute. 

Alexander Haig 

Gen. Haig has been in govern- 
ment service under seven diffe- 
rent presidents, most recently as 
Reagan’s first secretary of state. 
His record as secretary includes 
documented complicity in 
Israel's 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. 

Haig’s intention was to create a 
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“strategic consensus” among 
America’s friends in the Middle 
East, based on the belief that the 
Soviet Union was the main threat 
to the region. Following the re- 
jection of this premise by Arab 
leaders, who see Israel as the 
principal threat, Haig then in- 
cluded the “peace process” (with- 
in the Gamp David framework), 
as an equally important concern. 

At his confirmation hearings, 
Haig crystallised an earlier posi- 
tion which was to become the 
byword of the Reagan adminis- 
tration: “So long as the PLO 
advocates views incompatible 
with the peace process, the Un- 
ited States will not recognise or 
negotiate with the PLO. In fact, 
the question of Palestinian rights 
was largely ignored by the admi- 
nistration under Haig, as theNew 
York Times noted on March 3, 
1981: 

“The Near East bureau of the 
State Department is said to have 
sought and failed to achieve from 
Mr. Haig a public commitment to 
Palestinian rights. So far he has 
shown little interest in that ques- 
tion, preferring to focus on larger 
‘strategic realities,' as he calls 
them." 

It was this anti-PLO, anti- 
Soviet policy which led to Haig's 
support for Israel's invasion of 
Lebanon, and to his stone-walling 
of administration efforts to rein in 
Israel. 

More recently, in a fund-rais- 
ing letter circulated by “Haig for 
President,” Haig writes one 
of my proudest moments was 
raising £16 million for the UJA in 
one evening in Los Angeles this 
past winter.” He goes on to say 
that he supports Israel because of 
shared values, shared national 
interests, and shared ideals. 

Jack Kemp 

Unlike his fellow Republicans 
Bush and Dole, Rep. Kemp (R- 
N.Y.) does not maintain that 
U.S. strategic and national in- 
terests would be served by im- 
proved relations with the Arab 
states, particuariy not if these ties 


are perceived as a threat to 
Israel's security. 

Kemp has opposed arm sales to 
Saudi Arabia and has been silent 
on strengthening the security re- 
lationship between the U.S. and 
Jordan. Of the Republicans cur- 
rently in office, Kemp is die most 
vocal supporter of the “special 
relationship” between Israel and 
the U.S. 

Early in his congressional 
career, Kemp voted against an 
amendment to the State Depart- 
ment appropriations bill in 1980 
to (bice the U.S. embassy move 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
Then in 1984, cosponsored a simi- 
lar bill. Yet Kemp did vote in 
favour of emergency relief for 
Lebanon in 1982 and 1983. 

Most recently, however, Kemp 
introduced the House version of 
the bill to close the PIO in 
Washington and the PLO obser- 
ver mission to the U.N. in New 
York. Kemp's original version of 
this anti-PLO bill was an even 
more ftapant violation of politic- 
al freedoms than the version 
finally passed by the House and 
Senate. 

The Jewish Times rated Kemp 
their top candidate noting: 
“Kemp helped lead the successful 
fight in the House to disapprove 
the sale of advanced AWACS 
aircraft to Saudi Arabia. Two 
years later, it was the Kemp-Long 
Amendment that authorised 
funds for building the Lavi air- 
craft in Israel. Behind the scenes, 
Kemp has been instrumental in 
gaining increases in aid levels for 
Israel on increasingly better 
terms. When some of Israel's 
friends ducked after Israel's des- 
truction of the Iraqi nuclear reac- 
tor and the invasion of Lebanon, 
Kemp spoke out strongly in sup- 
port.” 

At timiWmkm Jewish Coali- 


tion fonutm April 29th Kemp 
stated: 

“I thank God that Jerusalem 
today is being defended by the 
IDF (Israel Defence Forces), and 
that East Jerusalem is not in the 
hands of Jordan and the PLO. It 


is the inalienable right of Israel to 
set the ate for its capital, and that 
means Jerusalem.” 

Pat Robertson . 

The founder of the Christian 
Broadcasting Network, Rev. 
Robertson takes unique positions 
on the Middle East based on a 
fundam entalist interpretation of 
the Bible. He applies this biblical 
perspective to church-state rela- 
tions as well, claiming that Christ- 
ian theology defines the proper 
role for citizens and government 
alike — a view shared by people 
discontented with the perceived 
immorality, lack of integrity, and 
misdirection in government. 

The essential element in Robert- 
son’s Middle East policy is his 
interpretation of current events in 
terms of biblical prophecy. He 
believes that the establishment of 
tiie state of Israel is a precondi- 
tion to tiie second coming erf tiie 
Messiah. 

Not often mentioned is the 
subsequent precondition — the 
destruction of human order as it 
is .currently- known. This. 
“Armageddon Theology” sees 
the Middle East as the ultimate 
battleground between tiie forces 
of good and evil — in the form of 
a nuclear war between Arabs and 
Soviets on the one side and the 
U.S. and Israel on the other. 
Only after tins destructive nuc- 
lear holocaust will Christ return, 
Robertson believes. 

To Robertson, the function of 
politics is to promote die condi- 
tions for tins second coming. 
Robertson and his fellow fun- 
damentalists interpret isolated 
passages from the Old Testament 
to support their belief that the 
establishment and continued 
viability of Israel fulfills biblical 
prophecy. 

Robertson’s claim to heavenly 
inspiration has other implications 
for the Middle East, drawing on 
his successful career as a. tele- 
vangelist His organisation pro- 
vides funds for the Voice of Hope 
radio and the Star of Hope televi- 
sion stations in southern Lebanon 
which transmit his version of 
Christian doctrine in an attempt 
to proselytise among its audience. 
These stations also air “Voice of 
Israel” newscasts. 

As a Christian fundamentalist, 
Robertson has tittle use for other 
religions except in their role as 
failed and dangerous theologies. 
Robertson notes: 

“The Koran .and Muslim 
teachings don’t meet the deepest 
needs of the human heart... Mus- 
lims are seeking truth today but 
the Christianity presented in the 
Koran brings further confusion.” 

A study published in 1982 by 
Wesley Micuaelson.best sums up 
the fundamentalist perception of 
Arabs: 

“Arabs are seen as the enemies 
of God.. Their conflict with Israel 
becomes a defiance of the 
Almighty. As history builds to its 
ultimate ctimax, the Arab World 
becomes the focus of evil, allied 
against God. Arab Christians are 
forsaken. Further, any Arab 
claims or rights in the Holy Land 
are subjugated to Israel's pre- 
rogatives and dismissed. There is 
no basis for justice to the Palesti- 
nians since Qod has willed the 
establishment of Israel, including 
boundaries that confer divine 
rights onto occupied territories.” 

Finally, Robertson's recent 
comments on the Arab World 
have dealt either with Soviet- 
inspired terrorism winch, in his 
vision, further underscores the 
immorality of the Arab states; or 
with his call for secret service 
protection because of alleged 
threats by “Arab, terrorists.”^ 


to .each other and to the policies 
of the current adminis tration. 

Essentially, the policies of : 
twelve of the thirteen candidates, • 
with the notable exception of' 
Jesse Jackson, consist or the fol- 
lowing: 

1) Uncritical acceptance of , 
Israeli policies and Israeli needs, " 
as the Israelis define them; and \ 

2) no recognition of Palestinian ; 
rights to self-determination , inde- “ 
pendent representation in nego- 
nations or statehood. 

These policies, in turn, have 
led to the candidates* embrace of 1 
a “stock” formula for confronting t 
tiie problems of tiie Middle East, 
encompassing both: 

— The Camp David negotia- " 
lions, with Israel and Jordan in \ 
direct negotiations without an in- * 
dependent Palestinian repre-'.- 
sentative; and 

— the concept of Israel as a 
“strategic cornerstone” for pro- ' 
tertian of U.S. interests m a; 
region of 22 Arab states. 

What these policies and forum- [ " 
las ignore is tiie: 

— Centrality of the Palestinian 
question; 

— failure of existing policy;! . 

and .11 

— increased isolation of the U.S. a 
in the region and the vulnerability ‘ 
of U.S. interests. t 

This only serves to demons- 
trate the extent to which pro-. ■ 
Israeli perspectives are uncial- ’ 
lenged m both the Democratic! 
ana Republican parties. Like the, 
positions put forth by members of 
Congress, these formulas are" 
more for domestic consumption! 
by the pro-Israel lobby than for. r 
implementation as a workable 
policy. 

The lack of debate provides the 1 
presidential candidates little in-, 
centive to move away from these *■ 
unworkable formulas and to* ' 
adopt more constructive policies.! 
Hence, even on issues that evoke, 
disagreement with Israel, candi- - 
dates remain wary for fear of ■ 
alienating Jewish supporters, and ! * 
the mildest voices of concern are 
with restraint, 
responses of tiie candi- • 
dates during the December and! 
January crises in the West Bank - •' 
and Gaza are a prime example.* - 
Only Jesse Jackson spoke un- 
mediately for an end to the 
occupation and repression. The - 
other candidates were mostly si- 
lent or confused on how to deal, 
with the crises. 

Sen. Paul Simon first said that , . 
be would not hesitate to criticise ' 
Israel, but when asked to do so he 
declined. Likewise, Gov. Michael ' 
Dukakis spoke only of a need for! - 
careful review of procedures to : 
respond to disorder “consistent 
with legitimate security con- 
cerns.” Vice President George 
Bush and Sen. Robert Dole at! 
least maintained that ways must, 
be found to meet the needs of 
Israeli security and the concerns " 
of Palestinians and the Arab' 
countries, but it was only a mod- - 
est movement toward a more! - 
balanced approach. 

What is apparent, then, is that ’ 


What emerges from this review, 
of Middle East positions . of the 
1988 presidential candidates is 
their remarkable similarity both 


formulations don’t work, , 

tic pressures have created a 7 - 
blindspot and resistance to ' - 
change. And so what we have are! 
candidates who address the Mid- ■/ 
die East policy failures in the rote. V 
and patterned responses of de-, u 
ploring hostages and arms deals, s 
while continuing to ignore the! 
Questions that remain central to! v 
the problem. „ 

This 1 review of the candidates’ - 
Middle East postions aims to: 1);' 
raise these central questions forj,, 
debate; 2) challenge the candi-- 
dates to address the real issaes;ii 
and 3>.ead the cycle of response/ ’ 
A^ pWfl^ poficy failure^ tibfet;'-' 
nftw c&MliEnsed past' president 
hal elections and U.S. policy. W& ; ■ 
hope tins report serves as the, '; 


a riuu cuiu > 

debate in the 1988 election on the 
future direction of U.S. Middle. 
East policy. 
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The ‘psyche of defeat*, capacity for change, 
and the Western media’s double standard 


By Rami G. Khouri 
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The following remarks were delivered by Jordan Times editor-in- 
chief Rami G. Khouri in Washington , D.C. recently at the Shirley 
and Burt Harris Symposium on Middle East Communication , 
“Arabs, Israelis ana Americans: Media images and the Problem o f 
Communication, ” which was sponsored by the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy. Pm two of Mr. Khouri’s remarks will appear in 
tomorrow’s newspaper. 
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WE HAVE to keep in mind that 
the dominant reality in the Arab- 
Israeli question is that we are in a 
state of war, and that there are 5 
million Palestinians who are 
stateless. Though they may have 
passports from other Arab or 
foreign countries, they are state- 
less m their souls and in their 
psyches. Even with passports, 
they are yearning for a homeland. 
They are like the Jews of the late 
nineteenth century, when there 
was a modern political Zionist 
movement among European Jews 
who had passports bat wanted a 
homeland. 

We are in that same situation 
today in die Middle East. There 
is a state of Israel that has its 
land, but it is not at peace. It is 
fighting across its bottlers and it is 
waging war within its borders as 
an occupying power. The domi- 
nant reality m the Middle East is 
warfare, and.th^mgdxa only ref 
fleets tfiat reality of warfare. You 
cannot separate the media from 
the political reality on the ground 
and from the context from which 
it springs. 

The media, like the universities 
of the Middle East, or the labour 
onions of the Arab World or any 
institutional structure, such as 
parliaments, are really only a 
reflection of a political reality on 
the ground. Arab meefia — televi- 
sion, radio and news agencies — 
are, with one or two exceptions, 
owned by the government. They 
are spokesmen for government 
policies. The printed press, 
whether in Arab countries or-tbe 
privately-owned, off-shore press 
m Europe, Cyprus and other 
places, also generally reflects 
either die thinking of govern- 
ments or the thinking of political 
groupings- and tendencies in the 
Arab World. My impression is 
that the Israeli printed press re- 
flects political parties ana ideolo- 
gies rather than reflecting actual 
government policies. The net re- 
sult is that organs of the media 
reflect certain political positions. 

The situation of the Arab 
media reflects an element of con- 
tradiction. I would not use the 
word “confusion,” but it is some- 
thing akin to that. There is an 
it contradiction between 
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that we now look at Israel; that 
we mention the word “Israel;” 
that we do not go around, as we 
used to years ago, calling it the 
“gangster state” or the “murder- 
ing state” dr the “Israeli enemy” 
or the “Zionist enemy.” Many 
media in the Arab World now 
talk . openly of Israel and they 
refer rather ma tter-of-faetty to 
the Israeli prime minister doing 
this or doing that. 

In this respect, there is certain- 
ly a definite change. But the Arab 
media’s job is not to make peace. 
Tl nKlcp. die media in Israel or 
overseas, the Arab media does 
not see itself responsible for 
communication with 
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_ , If s not their job. Perhaps 
tins is unfortunate, but this is a 
reality we have to deal with. 

The Arab media’s basic role — 
perhaps not by volition, perhaps 
by the rircnmstances of the poli- 
tical reality — is to refl ect a 
certain dominant power structure 
that pertains throughout the 
Arab World. 

The Arab world is part of the 

Third World. We do not have 
long- established institutional 
st r uc tu res of political participa- 
tion. and public accountability. 
We would very much like to have 
these and tins is a powerful stray 
in the Arab World that the West- 
ern media is missing. The point is 
that we are traditional, patriar- 
chal sodetes. 

This is the Third World and it 
would be silly if we were to make 


believe that this were not the case 
and that the Arab press could 
participate in a process of com- 
munication and enhancement of 
the prospects for peace. We are 
just not yet at that point. 

There is a dichotomy in how 
die Arab World looks at Israel. If 
you look at the media, for inst- 
ance. there is an interest in Israel 
throughout die Arab World. It 
steins from a realisation that we 
were wrong to have ignored 
Israel. We were wrong not to 
have mentioned the word 
“Israel.” We were wrong to have 
made believe that our enemy did 
not exist. We realise that we 
were wrong. 

We have paid for oar mistak es 
in several wars, in the peipetual 
occupation of our territories and 
in the continual expansion of 
Israel’s political control over the 
Pales tinians inside Israel and in 
acfiacent teiyitories. that were 
ocS$ied;'vfc : paid ffr r om -mis- 
takes in Israel’s ability to set 
zones of influence around it; and 
we paid for our mistakes in 
Israel's ability to influence and 
even dictate the kinds of arms 
that can be sold to countries like 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

We realise that we cannot just 
make believe Israel does not ex- 
ist. So, now there are Hebrew 
programmes on Arab radio and 
television stations. There are 
people taking Hebrew classes in 
Jordan, and there is an Institute 
for Hebraic Studies at Yarmonk 
University. 

This is all part of a process by 
which we are looking at the 
Israelis in order to understand 
Israeli society. We realise that 
they have beaten us badly. We 
also realise that we have not 
given up, that the status quo is 
not an eternal situation that we 
are happy to live with. If we are 
going to engage the enemy — 
either in peace or war — we have 
to know the enemy. That is what 
is happening now. 

][ .Mining about the ‘Enemy’ 

The question is: Is this Arab 


interest in Israel really a sign that 
the conflict is settling down and in 
fact, getting better? Or, rather, is 
this only the beginning of a 
psychological process in which we 
realise that we are in for a long- 
haul conflict, and that in order to 
fight the battle property, we have 
to know the enemy, and this is all 
part of the process of knowing 
our enemy? righting the battle, 
of course, can mean diplomacy as 
well as war. I am not saying that 
there is some to be a great war, 
necessarily. There maybe a great 
peace conference, but in either 
case, you must know the person 
yon are dealing with. 

Palestinians go to Israel and 
often see it as an organised socie- 
ty where people deal with each 
other in a very methodical man- 
ner, where the streets are, 
cleaner than ours. In 
most such descriptions axe 
not always accurate, but it is what 
one believes that is i m portant. 
One is describing the enemy who 
has beaten him, and one looks at 
the enemy and says that they 
have incredible things in medi- 
cine and can do fantastic opera- 
tions — not realising that we in 
Jordan are now p erfo r min g heart 
transplants ana bone marrow 
transplants. - 

-Tbs is. the jpsydie g^.defeaL 
Many Arabs look at Israel arid 
are awed by some of the things 
they see — technology, freedom 
of the press, research o utput of 
the universities, the ability to 
manufacture arms and sell them 
to NATO, die ability to make 
adjustments on the F-16s and 
F-15s and sell them to the United 
States. It is quite extraordinary. 
People look at Israel in amaze- 
ment. Perhaps this is a way in 
which we can make our political 
defeat palatable, because now we 
fed as if we have been beaten. 

We have not given up, but we 
have been beaten for the mo- 
ment. The Israelis have taken all 
of Palestine. They have all the 
Palestinians in their territories 
under their control. They can 
dictate terms around the area. 
This is one of the consequences of 
defeat. 

In a way, what we are seeing is 
the Arab World entering Phase 
Three of the struggle, we are 
saying, “Alright, we (fid not do a 
very good job between 1900 and 
1948, and we did ajousy job from 
1948 to 1982.” Now, we are in the 
third phase and the Arabs are 
looking at Israel and asking them- 
selves, “Why is it that this little 


country has beaten us, taken our 
land, and gotten the United 
States against us?” We are look- 
ing at Israel and saying that we 
have got to know these people. 
SO, I do not think that the Arab 
media is reflecting a status quo 
situation in which the conflict is 
settling down with each side talk- 
ing to one another. 

The role of the American 
media 

The Arab media, as I said, is a 
reflection of Arab political real- 
ity. We cannot expect the media 
to be any d iff e re nt than the gov- 
ernments. But we can expect 
more from the Western media. 
The American media, in particu- 
lar, has been extremely superfi- 
cial in dealing with the human 
and political realities that exist on 
the ground in the Middle East.. 
Take, for instance, the Arab posi- 
tion on die international confer- 
ence; the PLO position since the 
mid-1970s on its willingness to 
accept the partition of Palestine 
and a West Bank-Gaza, Arab- 
Palestinian mini-state, confeder- 
ated with Ionian, with East Jeru- 
salem as its capital; or the PLO’s 
willingness to negotiate- such - a 
solution at-ast international peace- 
i co n ference. These are positions 
which the Arabs have taken 
which I think are extremely signi- 
ficant in showing the kinds of 
compromise that have taken 
place, the kind of evolution in the 
Axab side toward moderation and 
realism. The Arab press, howev- 
er, has not succeeded in project- 
ing this image of change. 1 

The U.S. press has a major role 
to play in the process of com- 
munication. But I think it has 
largely missed its opportunity to 
be an impartial observer and con- 
veyor of information. To a great 
extent, the American media has 
played within the ground rales 
established by the U.S. govern- 
ment, which largely reflect the 
perceptions of the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

There are always exceptions 
you can point to, but just look at 
the U.S. position of Resolution 
242, on Soviet participation in the 
Middle East peace conference, or 
at the necessity of prior Arab 
acceptance of Israel’s right to 
exist. These positions are very 
strongly projected by the Amer- 
ican ana Western press as a 


whole. They are taken for 
granted. I do not expect the Arab 
and the Israeli media to be parti- 
cularly impartial to one another, 
but I do expect the American and 
die Western press to be much- 
more probing in their writing and 
their analyses of the Middle East. 

Tbs basic question that has to 
be resolved by the American and 
Western media is: Do the Palesti- 
nians have the same right to 
statehood, sovereignty, self-de- 
termination and human dignity as 
the Israeli people? Do they have 
die same right to a passport and a 
flag as the Israelis? 

we, Arabs and Palestinians, 
think they do. If the West agrees 
that we have those rights, then it 
should not be difficult to reach a 
negotiating framework that gives 
us those rights. 

We are on record saying that 
we will coexist with the Israelis 
and that we will deal with the 
international legitimacy of Israel. 
There is one condition: That 
Israel deals with the Palestinians’ 
right to national self-determina- 
tion. 

This is the core, this is the base. 
Do the Western media think it is 
right that the Palestinians should 
have a country or do they they 
not think it is right? Tins is a 
- question the Westnas to answer. 

The capacity for mod oration 

and change 

I would suggest that the Amer- 
ican and western media have 
largely missed conveying to their 
readers the two most significant 
political developments in the 
Middle East in the last 15 years. 

Frist, they have not adequately 
reported the trend of Arab mod- 
eration and compromise, with the 
Arab World now saying it is 
willing to go to an international 
conference, to negotiate with the 
Israelis, and to sign a peace trea- 
ty. The PLO says it is willing to 
have less than an independent 
state, that it is willing to con- 
federate with Jordan. In re- 
sponse, the Israelis and Amer- 
icans largely say, “We do not 
believe you. Prove it to us. 
Accept 242.” The Arabs say, 
“We cannot accept 242. You 
accept self-detenmna tion for the 
Palestinians first.” 

As a result, we are stuck in the 
same cyde we have been in for 15 
or 20 years. But there has been 
agnificant change from the Khar- 
toum summit of 1967, when the 
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Arabs said “no negotiations, no 
peace, and no coexistence" with 
Israel. Since the Fez summit of 
1982, our position has been 
“yes,” we will negotiate with 
Israel; “yes,” we wul accept the 
international legality of Israel; 
^yes,” we will go to an interna- 
tional conference; “yes,” we will 
coexist with Israel. This extraor- 
dinary change has neither been 
reflected clearly in the Western 
media or in the Israeli media. 

The single most important 
thing the Western press could do 
is to recognise the capacity for 
change. There has been a fun- 
damental transformation from 
Khartoum to Fez and this matur- 
ity has to be acknowledged. 

By the same token, we nave to 
acknowledge change within 
Israel, to the point that today 
45-50 per cent of Israelis say they 
would withdraw from ail the 
occupied territories and maybe 
even dismantle the settlements if 
they were given real guarantees 
of peace from the Arabs. There 
are other positive changes, such 
as the fact that there are now 15 
or 20 members of the Knesset 
who support the idea of negotiat- 
ing with the Palestinians and even 
with the PLO, who support with- 
drawing from the territories and 
would even consider the estab- * 
lishment of a Palestinian state, if 
Israel received adequate security 
guarantees. 

We must look at the enemy and 
recognise that he is also a human 
being with the capaciti' for 
change. Even the United States 
— the Great Satan, as the Ira- 
nians would say — has changed. 
Between Camp David and the 
Reagan Plan, there were major, 
important changes. For the first 
time, the Reagan Plan talks about 
the fact that Israel should not 
control or occupy the territories 
permanently. This is good. Hus is 
movement. While we don’t 
accept the Reagan Plan, we 
should still acknowledge the 
progress it made. We cannot look 
at the enemy in black and white 
and say it is all good or all bad. v 
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To say or not to say 

THE OTHER day, my friends and I were discussing whether ft was 
general^ better to be talkative, to talk less or not to talk at all. The 
discussion was prompted by an earlier one about the slips of the 
tongue and the problems that usually follow. 

“Silence is gold,” a friend contributed. 

There was a brief silence before another said: “Talkative people 
are generally more popular than reserved people. You've got to 
admit that cheerful people, who tell aU the jokes, who are open In 
conversation, are much more fun.” 

“Yes,” agreed the first friend, “but a silent person is full of 
appealing mystery. You cannot help but respect this kind of people 
as they rarely utter the wrong word at (he wrong time.” 

‘'Perhaps,” said the second friend, “one most Gnd the right 
formula, like in everything else In life. Not to be a blabber and not 
to be male like an qystcr.” 

The first friend went on to argue that talkative people are more 
relaxing and mterestmg. “Conversations do not always have to be 
serious.” 

“Perhaps not. But prating is often indiscreet, and in that sense, 
always harmful,” responded the other. 

I don’t know which of my friends was more right. Bnt tins 
reminded me of what one person once said about silent people: 
“They have nothing to say and they are dever enough not to waste 
their energy by proving it... in words.” 

Another wise man once said: “What is more important than 
learning a new language, is to have something worthwhile to say it 
with.” 

Naturally, there are many people who have important things to 
say — whose contributions in speech are badly needed and 
necessary. 

As for me, I think the best thing to do is to ... weQ, I think, on 
second thought, I am better off keeping my opinion to myself. 


Regent meets Bulgarian leader 


(Continued from page 1) 
Soviet consensus on the Middle 
East. 

Tanchev voiced concern over 
Israel's nuclear capabilities and 
said the nuclear weapons in the 
Zionist state’s possession pose a 
wave danger to the entire Middle 
East region. 

Tanchev referred to the visit of 
the King to Moscow in December 
as an event attracted the atten- 
tion of the Socialist countries. 

The ongoing Palestinian upris- 
ing in the occupied territories, be 
said, is a dear evidence that 
Israel’s occupation of Arab land 
should not continue. 


Bulgaria looks forward to 
further bolstering cooperation 
with Jordan in all fields, the vice 
president said. 

The Bulgarian leader conveyed 
to Lawzi greetings from President 
Zhivkov and an invitation to visit 
Bulgaria. 

Lawzi spoke in detail about the 
Middle East problem and Jor- 
dan's efforts to arrive at a peace- 
ful settlement. 

He expressed hope that Bul- 
garia would exercise pressure on 
tiie Soviet Union to place the 
Gulf war and the Palestine ques- 
tion on the list of priorities for 
next superpower summit. 


Beilin does not rule out peace force 


(Continued from page 1) 

for some weeks in order to see 
whether there is a possibility to 
find a common denominator, 
even a vague one, between all the 
parties, and then to launch on the 
procedural process. So, I do see a 
chance for this plan or initiative 
to succeed,” he said. 

“I believe that it will be 
ble to deal first with the sat 
tiaJ common denominator be- 


tween Jordan, the Palestinians, 
the Egyptians and Israel,” he 
said. 

That common denominator, he 
said, is U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242. 

Beilin, a close adviser to Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, 
said it was important to involve 
both Jordan and the Palestinians 
“in the new agreement which will 
evolve now in the Middle East on 
the basis of 242.” 


Strike, protests rage in occupied lands 


(Continued from page 1) 
with protesters building barri- 
cades and pelting police in the 
hillside areas of Silwan and Jabal 
Makabber. 

In Jabal Makabber, officers 
commandeered an ambulance 
from the Makassad Hospital, 
ordered the Arab driver out, 
packed it with police and drove it 
mto the village to surprise stone- 
throwers. Three Arabs were 
arrested. 

A 17-year-old Palestinian 
woman was killed and five men 
were wounded Saturday in the 
West Bank. 

Settlers drove into Hebron over- 
night and smashed windows of 
Arab-owned cars, an army spoks- 
man said. 


In the Gaza Strip, one Palesti- 
nian was woundea by an Israeli 
truck driver who opened fire after 
his vehicle was stoned, hospital 
officials said. 

In addition. 32 Palestinians 
were hospitalised in Gaza City 
with beating injuries, hospital 
officials said. 

Fifteen-year-old Rami Aklouk 
from Deir A1 Balah died from a 
brain hemmorage suffered after a 
soldier beat nun with a dub 
Saturday, Mukassad officials 
said. 

Also, 10-year-old Tamer Jallal 
Assouqi died of wounds suffered 
five days ago when he was struck 
in the head during a clash in the 
northern West Bank village of Bur- 
qa, the army said. 
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Yugoslavia, Italy advance 
to Davis Cup second round 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Yngosiavia’s giant- 
serving Slobodan Zivojinovic overwhelmed Vljay 
Amritraj to pnt India, last year’s beaten finalists, 
out of the Davis Cup in the first round Sunday. 


Zivojinovic won 6-3, 64, 64 to 
give Yugoslavia a 3-2 victory after 
Ramesh Krishnan had levelled 
the tie 2-2 by beating Bruno 
Oresar 4-6, 64, 4-6, 6-1, 6-3. 

India’s defeat came less than 
two months after they lost 5-0 to 
Sweden in the 1987 final in 
Gothenburg. 

After dropping the first two 
games of the match. Zivojinovic. 
the world number 22, dominated 
the contest with his fiery brand of 
attacking tennis. 

His thunderous serve was his 
most effective weapon and the 
34-year-old Amritraj found his 
vast experience became in- 
creasingly irrelevant. 

He tried his best to subdue the 
Yugoslav from the back of the 
court but was unable to keep him 
away from the net and the match 
was over in two hours. 

Yugoslavia will be at home to 
Italy in the quarter-finals in 
April. 

Italy clinched the ouarter-final 
place Sunday when Paolo Cane 
bounced back from first-set 
nerves to crush Israeli Gilad 
Bloom in Palermo. Sicily. 

Cane won 4-6. 6-1. 6-1, 6-0 to 


give the home side an unassail- 
able 3-1 lead. 

The Italian number one, whose 
greatest drawback is his incon- 
sistency and volatile tempera- 
ment. started hesitantly, making 
24 unforced errors in the fust 
nine games against eight from his 
solid opponent. 

But he pulled himself together 
in the second set, rediscovering 
his fine strokeplay, particularly 
on the backhand, ana winning it 
in 35 minutes. 

In Kuala Lumpur. Sri Lanka 
completed a 4-1 win over 
Malaysia in their Asia/Oceania 
Zone" Group Two first round tie 
Sunday by winning both reverse 
singles. 

Ariun Fernando beat Chow 
Chin Cbuan 4-6, 6-2, 6-2, 1-6, 6-3 
and Umeh Walloopillai beat V. 
Selvam 7-6 (7-5), 6-2 (both sides 
agreed to a best-of-three sets 
match). 

Sri Lanka will meet Pakistan in 
the second round in Colombo 
from April 8-10. 

In Manila, The Philippines won 
both reverse singles to bear Japan 
3-2, in the other Asia/Oceania 
Zone Group One tie. 


Maradona goal keeps Napoli ahead 


ROME (R) — Argentine World 
Cup captain Diego Maradona 
<Kored a blistering second-half 
;oaI Sunday as champions Napoli 
overcame lowly Pisa 2-1 to main- 
tain their four-point lead over AC 


mered the ball through a defen- 
sive wall and past the Cesena 
goalkeeper from a free kick in the 
13th minute. 

Napoli, who had their last away 
meeting with Pisa reversed from a 
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vague. 

Milan, who beat Cesena 3-0, 
vere given a great start when 
heir Dutch European Footballer 
f the Year Ruud Gullit ham- 


champions after midfielder Ales- 
sandro Renica had been injured 
by a coin thrown from the stands, 
quickly stamped their mark on 
tne game. 
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Consisting of tour bedrooms {two master bedrooms) large salons, sitting rooms, 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
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Renica exacted his revenge in 
the 13th minute, heading home 
after Maradona had lofted a free 
kick into the area. 

Maradona, the league’s top 
goalscorer this season with 11 
goals, extended Napoli's advan- 
tage with an almost identical goal 
to Gullit’s — powered straight 
into the left-hand corner of the 
net from a free kick in the 75th 
minute. 

Pisa, demoralised but still 
fighting, pulled back within a 
minute through a goal by Stefano 
Cuoghi. 

Napoli lead the division with 31 
points, followed by Milan on 27 
and Roma, who were booed off 
the pitch after drawing 0-0 with 
relegation-threatened Avellino, 
third with 24. 

The results reassert Napoii's 
and Milan's stranglehold - 

Juventus, celebrating former 
Italian captain Antonio Cabrini's 
400th game for the club, went 
down to a surprise 2-0 defeat 
awav at newly-promoted Pescara, 
whife Sampdoria saw an early 
lead against Verona turn into a 
3-1 defeat. 

Internationale, in fifth posi- 
tion, foiled to capitalise on an 
early goal at bottom-of-the- 
league Empoli and were punished 
in the second half with an equalis- 
er by Settimio Lucd. 
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Results: Andres Battad beat 
Chigeru Ohta 64, 2-6, 6-3, 64, 
anti Raymund Suarez beat 
Toshehesa Tsuchihashi 3-6, 6-3, 
64, 3-6, 6-3. 

The Philippines will play South 
Korea in the group semifinals in 
Seoul. 

Defending Champion Sweden, 
Czechoslovakia and West Ger- 
many clinched first-round victor- 
ies in Davis Cup competition 
Saturday. 

West Germany completed a 5-0 
victory over Brazil in their World 
Group tie by winning the reverse 
singles Sunday. Patrick Kuehnen 
beat Luiz Mattar 9-7, 6-3 and 
Carl -U we Steeb beat Cassio Mot- 
ta 6-1, 6-2. 

Sweden also completed a 5-0 
victory over New Zealand in their 
World Group tie by winning both 
of Sunday's reverse singles 
matches. 

Anders Jarryd beat Kelly 
Evemdeu 8-6, 4-6, 11-9 and Ste- 
fan Ed berg beat Bruce Derlin 
6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 

In Basle, Henri Leconte beat 
Roland Stadler of Switzerland 
63, 64, 4-6, 61 in the first 
reverse singles to give France a 
3-1 winning lead in their World 
Group first round tie Sunday. 

In Jakarta, Indonesia’s Suhary- 
adi and Donald Wailan Walalangi 
defeated Thailand's Vorapol 
Thongkamchu and Thanakorn 
Sunday. 



JORDAN BEATS FURUKAWA: Jordan's Picture shows the Jordanian goalkeeper, Izzat 
national football iw>m Sunday downed Japan’s Hasbem, diving for the ball ahead of Furukawa 
Fnrukawa, the 1986 Asian soccer champions, 1-0 in captain Masski Kanno (white) as Jordanian defen- 
a friendly match played at Amman’s Sports City der Issam A1 Talli (No: 6) blocks Kanno (photo by 
stadium. Captain Khali d Awad was the scorer. Abdullah Ayyonb) 


IOC finds no softening Canada hoists 
of N. Korean position the first 

* CALGARY (API — Host Cana- 


CALGARY (R) — Olympics 
chief Juan Antonio Samaranch 
said Saturday he had detected no 
softening by North Korea in its 
decision to boycott the Seoul 
frames in September. 

The president of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
told Reuters he had a cordial 
meeting Friday with North Ko- 
rean Olympic officials, but saw 
no evidence that Pyongyang was 
contemplating any chmbdown on 
its boycott decision. 

He was commenting on a 
Japanese news agency report 
from Calgary suggesting the 
North Korean National Olympic 
Committee (NOC) might he 


wavering in its plan to stay away 
from the Seoul Games. 

Other IOC sources said that, as 
far as any further negotiations 
with Pyongyang were concerned, 
Samaranch would prefer to deal 
with a more high-powered de- 
legation than that presently in 


Calgary to attend next week’s full 
IOC session. 

“The delegation does not have 


Housing, transportation 
problem seen in Calgary 


CALGARY (AP) — With the 
Winter Olympics one week away, 
organisers are worried that some 
arriving tourists might be without 
rooms and transportation. 

Investigations into a possible 
booking agency scam occupied 
local authorities and Calgary 
Organising Committee (COC 1 ) 
members as preparations neared - 
completion for the Feb. 13-28 
games. 

A spokesperson for the COC 
said there was concern over a 
“potential problem” with housing 
and transportation for Olympic 
visitors after the head of a Cal- 
gary booking agency. World 
Marketing Services Inc., 
apparently left the company. 

The organising committee said 
its main concern was confirming 
transportation arrangements for 
those who had booked through 


British Airways seek applications for the 
position of Secretary to the Area Manager. 
To apply you must have the following 
qualifications: 

— Perfect written and spoken English 
— Have successfully completed Tawjihi 
— Secretarial shorthand and typing skills 
— Proven administrative skills 
— Current driving licence and transport 
— Proven computer and/or word processing 
skills 

— Ability to deal with customers in a polite 
and efficient manner. 

Applications to Manager P.O. Box 35169 with 
current C.V. and recent photograph before 
Thursday 11th February. 

British Airways 


World Marketing. 

The Calgary Herald reported 
in Saturday’s editions that World 
Marketing may be holding 300 
reservations on which deposits 
have not been made, even though 
Olympic tour package buyers 
across Canada and Europe made 
full payment on the rooms to 
World Marketing. Other -rooms, 
may have been double booked, 
the paper said, quoting unnamed 
sources. 

“ft’s a disaster,” the paper 
quotes one high-ranking commit- 
tee official as saying. 

Calgary police confirmed they 
were investigating the matter. 

Canada’s own Olympic team 
was officially welcomed into the 
athletes’ village Saturday, one 
day after teams from Korea, 


Liechtenstein, Poland. Switzer- 
land and Czechoslovakia arrived 
in this southern Alberta ofl and 
ranching centre. 


the University of Calgary campus 
for die games. 

Another 593 biathlon and 
cross-country athletes will reside 
at the Canmore Olympic Village, 
some 80 kilometres west of Cal- 
gary in the Rocky Mountains. 

Protection for teams has been 
paramount at every Olympics 
since the 1972 Munich Summer 
Games. 

While there are no soldiers 
with automatics on guard, as at 
the last Winter Games four years 
ago in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, the 
Calgary organisers seem well pre- 
pared to shield Olympic village 
residents. 

Journalists are already feeling 
the security pinch. 

About three dozen newsmen 
who attended the Canadian Bag- 
raising were first searched in a 
secure room at the visitor’s build- 
ing before being escorted by 
police past checkpoints on the 
fences and into the village. 

They passed through two sets 
of 2. 5-metre chain-fink fences 
surrounding the village resi- 
dences, including a double fence 
with electric sensors at the inner 
perimeter. 

About 50 members of the' 
Canadian team — mostly speeds- 
katers and bobsleders clad in 
crimson snow suits — watched 
their flag raised to a recording of 
the Canadian anthem. 


SOMETHING NEW IN AMMAN 


JORDAN HOME MAINTENANCE CENTRE' 


y 


Your single source supplier of Quality Gene/aJ 
Hardware and Home Maintenance Products for 0.1. Y. 
and Professionals. 


Electrical 
Kitchen Ware 
Hand and Power Tools 
Plumbing 
General Hardware 


Leisure + Camping Pro-* 
ducts 

General Cleaning Products 

Garden Tools and 

Accessories 

Paints and Insulating 

Materials 


And much~ much more, please make us a visit, 
Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, Abunameh Building, - 
Near Zahran Police Station, tel: 647134 


Memory of ‘Busby 
Babes’ haunts United 

LONDON (R) — Grown men already been recognised as Eng- *-* 
wept silently in Manchester land’s greatest footballer. He, ^ 
Saturday as they stood in re- and the team he inspired, were so 
membrance of the day, exactly 30 good that Bobby Chariton, who -• 
years before, when the brilliant survived the crash and went onto • 
young team known as the “Busby become European "Footballer of : • 
Babes” perished in the Munich the Year” in 1966 and to win 106 ' 
air disaster. caps for . England, could not be 

The men — and some women guaranteed a regular place. 
and child ren who felt a share of . United, the first English team ' - 
their loss — stood in a minute’s to play m die European Cup, * 
silence before Manchester Un- were on their way back from a !- . 
ited’s 1-0 English First Division quarter-final tie in Belgrade - , 
win over Coventry and recalled where they bad drawn 3-3 with 
private feelings of grief at a catas- Red Star to seal a 54 aggregate 
trophe often described as British win and a semifinal dash with AC 
sport’s greatest disaster. __ _ Milan. 

. They had stopped at Munich to 
refuel on then victorious flight 
home. 

Matt Busby, now Sir Matt, was 
the . manager who created the 
team by bringing together the 


CALGARY (AP) — Host Cana- 
da became the first team to raise 
its flag at the Olympic village in a 
ceremony Saturday that under- 
lined security concerns at the 
Winter Games. 

Nearly 2,000 athletes and team 
officials from 57 nations will be 
housed in seven dormitories at 


Eight Manchester United play- 
ers were among the 23 people 
killed when a British European 
Airways twin-engined Eli-, 
zabethan crashed in its foiled 
third attempt at take-off from 
Munich airport at four minutes 
past three on the afternoon of 
Feb. 6, 1.958. 

The dead players included 
three who were certainties for 
England’s 1958 World Cup squad 
— left-back Roger Byrne, left- 
half Duncan Edwards and centre- 
forward Tommy Taylor — and 
many others gifted enough to 
have been revered as men cap- 
able of ending Real Madrid’s 
domination of the European 
Cup. 

Edwards was only 21, but had 


finest collection of young players 
ever known at one English dub. 

United won the English Youth 
Cup five times in succession up to 
1958 and would have won it again 
— but their most prized young 
assets were pressed into the first 
team following the disaster and 
the youth side was knocked out in 
the semifinals. 

Of his pre-Munich team, Busby 
said: “I felt Z was in a position 
where J could have sat back for 10 
years while the team played. 


Elway and Montana hope to 
erase memory of bad games 


1988 WINTER OLYMPICS 


HONOLULU (AP) — John EJ- 
way and Joe Montana, each com- 
ing off disappointing games, lead 


the best players in their confer- 
ences into Sunday’s Pro Bowl, 
the final game of the National 
Football League (NFL) season. 

Elway, quarterback for the De- 
nver Broncos, the champions of 
the American Football Confer- 
ence (AFC), was expected to tsy 
to ease some of the pain of his 
team's 42-10 Super Bowl loss to 
the Washington Redskins. 

Montana, quarterback for the 
National Football Conference's 
(NFC) San Fiandsco 49ers, spent 
the final plays of the team’s last ’ 
game, a 3624 loss to the Minne- 
sota Vikings, on the bench. He 
bad been pulled from the game by 
coach Bill Walsh. 

“It’s great to be out here for 
the Pro Bowl,” said Elway, 
whose 10-yard scoring pass last 
year provided the game's only 
touchdown in the AFCs 10-6 
victory. 

“But it wfll be nice when we’re 
finall y finish ed with everything.” 

Montana, who’ll be playing in 


the All-Star Game for the fifth 
time, agreed, saying, “this is a 
nice thing to look forward to. 

“And it’ll be nice when the 
game’s over, because then the 
season will finally be over for the 
year.” 

Participants in the All-Star 
Game are chosen by the NFL 
players. 

Some have questioned the in- 
tensity of the competition in the 
Pro Bowl, since it is assumed 
players don’t want to take undue 
risk of being injured in an All- 
Star Game. 

Montana, however, said it’s 
pretty much business as usual. 

“You have to take it serious- 
ly,” he said. “There are great 
players out there running around 
banging into people.” 

Buffalo’s Jim Kelly was to 
share the AFC quarterback 
chores with Elway. 

Nefl Lomax of St. Louis was 
the second NFC quarterback. 

The coaches are Minnesota's 
Jerry Bums for the NFC, and 
Cleveland’s Marty Schottenheim- 
er for the AFC. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Arsenal beats Everton 

LONDON (R) — Arsenal beat Everton 1-0 (halftime 1-0) in an 
English Football League cup semifinal, first teg soccer match 
Sunday: Scorer: Perry Groves (10th minute). Second leg to be 
played Wednesday. 

America’s Cup challenger rejects venue 

WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand’s America’s Cup challen- 

iwr U. „^|1 * : lI: I 


for consent to sail the next America’s Cup away from San Diego,” 
Fay told reporters at the weekend after the U.S. Cup holders said 
the series would be held off the coast of Long Beach- in 
September. "And, with the way Sail America handles these sorts 
of issues, we won’t be giving any such consent," he added. The 
Sail America Foundation, which is handling the San Diego Yacht 
Club's defence of the cup, said Friday the venue would be San 
Pedro Bay at Long Beach because wind conditions were better 
there in September. 

Yuh retains WBA title 

SEOUL (R) — Yuh Myung-Woo of South Korea retained his 
World Boxing Association (WBA) junior-flyweight title by 
outpointing Mexico's Willie Sal azar Sunday 

Seabrooks defends IBF title 

PAWS (AP) — Kelvin Seabrooks of the United States battered 
Mexican Fernando Beltran to the canvas four times in two rounds 
Saturday night, retaining his International Boxing Federation 
(IBF) bantamweight Crown with a technical knockout. 


Our full service agency can cater for every 
business need. Not only can we increase your 
business efficiency but also upgrade the standard 
of presentation. 

Whether you need typing, copywriting, microfilm, 
maps producing or messages sent to clients, the 
Kwik Print Centre is where your business moves 
rapidly. 

Why not drop in to see our facilities, and let us 
prove how we help you to become more cost 


e::?cliva 


O: •• : : j . .VI , ? ' ! : " ’ 

business. 

The Kwik Print Centre. 

JEBAL AMMAN. Al AHLI BANK BUILDING. 
TEL: 642676 TELEX 23007 DAJANI JO 




Consisting of three bedrooms, sauna, three airconditioning units, 
separate central heating, telephone, spacious salons, three 
bathrooms, large modem kitchen, garage for four cars. 

For more information call 812D99 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, L-shaped salon, dining room, 3 
bathrooms, large kitchen, garage, lift, independent central 
heating and telephone. 

Location: Umm Uthaina, near San Rock Hotel. 

Please call tel. 813779, after 2 p.m. 


FOR RENT OR SALE 

Deluxe . furnished apartment, consisting of 3- bedrooms 3 
bathrooms, salon, sitting room, dining room. 2 balconies, with 
telephone and central healing. 

Location: University of Jordan road, opposite the Jordan Times 
newspaper. Doctors housing. 

Please call: 668038. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 1 f Cinema 


BREAKING ALL 


Pcrfomunm h Ul. X. VI. |():.TU 
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Central Bank of Jordan authorises 


SSsJD. 92.6m in foreign exchange payments 

SSS&SUEHS assusaassfi gsw.isagBt 


U.S. central bank may cut interest rates 


• -.i ■_ c , >*, financial settlements of invisible 
trade and capital transfers... both 
^'■b^/dassified as services. 

• n The European Community 

1 f 1 ^ c* (EQ snd other European coun- 
-i^Jf tries topped the list of benefi- 
“ • dairies in the services section as 
" ■' s«r i, the CBJ authorised a total of JD 


Arab Common Market countries 
and other Arab states ranked 
second for JD 12.9 million while 
the United States benefited from 
permits amounting to JD 8.9 mil- 
lion. 

The CBJ authorised service 
payments of JD 1.7 million to 
unspecified other countries dur- 
ing October 1987 compared to JD 
6.2 million during the previous 
month when the United States 
was the top beneficiary from ser- 


miscellaneous (JD 3.0 million). 
The miscellaneous portion 

* _ m / •» •ii* » 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. central bankers meet- 
ing this week are likely to act qnickiy to cut some 
interest rates if the economy shows dear signs of 
faltering, economists say. 


ments was loan repayments (in- amounted to JD 6.3 million dur- 
efuding interest) which amounted ing September while non-resident 


ailing JD 23.1 mimoa. 
The Arab countries were 


permits for JD 7.7 milli on during 
September but the European 
countries got JD 1025. 


to JD 21.9 million during October 
compared to JD 29.0 million dur- 
ing September 1987. 

The government's foreign ex- 
change outflow increased from 
JD 0.2 million in September to 
JD 7.5 million in October 1987. 

Other service payments in- 
cluded in the bulletin were the 
following; Travel (JD 1.4 mil- 
lion), education (JD 1.6 million), 
insurance and freight (JD 1.1 


ing September while non-resident 
transfers were only JD 279,000 
and permits to remit profits on 
investments JD 84,000. 


As for foreign exchange per- 
mits regarding goods, EC and 
other European countries were 
compensated JD 28.8 million for 
their exports while other unspeci- 
fied countries were given JD 15.8 
million. 

ip 

Arab Common Market and 
other Arab countries were autho- 
rised JD 5.9 million and the U.S. 
JD 4.1 million for their goods. 


.. “■ •W the LBJ authorised a total of JD September but the 
;- r -‘314.4 million in remittances. The countries got JD 105 

■ , “"ai- 

Council proposes merging 
: Arab League organisations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A meeting 
: ’’ Council recently held in Tunis ai 


; given insurance and freight (JD 1.1 
during million), orofits on investments 


million), profits on investments 
(JD 302,000), transfers by non- 
residents (JD 1.1 million) and 


EC cash crisis enters new 
decisive stage this week 


the Arab World and urged Arab countries to intensify their efforts 
and coordination to ensure food security, according to Industry, 
.."r_ Ca 4ft:j Trade and Supply Minister Hamdi Tabba’. 

" k: ' Quoted by Al Dustonr newspaper, the minister said that the 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A meeting by the Arab Economic and Social BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) — 

Council recently held in Tunis discussed the current food situation in The European Community’s 

Y’jfcii' the Arab World and nrged Arab countries to intensify their efforts (EC’s) mounting cash crisis en- 

;-y‘ 30(1 coordination to ensure food security, according to Industry, ters a new, possibly decisive stage 

\ Trade and Supply Minister Hamdi Tabba’. this week as leaders of the 12 

’■"'-Stiij. Quoted by Al Dustonr newspaper, the minister said that die member countries prepare for an 
_ k council’s meeting resulted in agreement on a number of important emergency summit. 

'' ' points that would promote joint Arab economic and social action. The West German govem- 
3 i ^ The meeting, the 44th by the council, discussed a report on the ment, which will be chairman of 

condition of Arab League organisations. The report was prepared by the meeting Thursday and Friday 
" : riuj an eight-member committee set up for this task, the minister said. ™ Brussels, is scrambling to forge 

7" -- 2 . He added that the report referred to the financial difficulties agreement on how to limit Ec 

jlAnni encountered by these organisations, due to the fact that some of them farm subsidies and rescue the 

lv, pt l(| cany out similar operations, and proposed that they should merge group from looming bankruptcy. 

and reduce their expenditures. Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 

gaitlK r ^ ie report, the minister noted, will be submitted to all Arab his chief aides are aiming to 
° ^ League members within the coming two months. He said Arab produce an overall compromise 

' 1 ;.r finance and economy ministers, who will hold a meeting in Tunis in package by Tuesday. It would be 

: ^ ; July, will discuss in depth the committee’s report the culmination of a nearly con- 


-- it: 
■'-■-c-: *. 


Jordan to attend meeting of 
stock markets federation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will take part in the meeting of the board of 
directors of the Arab Stock Markets Federation due to open in Kuwait on 


- 2 ' directors of tbe Arab Stock Markets Federation due to open in Kuwait on 

' “ Feb. 13. Jordan will be represented at the meeting by Amman Financial 
. Market Director-General Hashem Al Sabbagh. 

Sabbagh said that -the three-day meeting will discuss resolutions 
- and recommendations passed by a specialised seminar op stock 
■ • i .77 markets held in Cairo last November and will review recominenda- 
dons by the federation's technical committee which held its last 
~ meeting in Cairo last June. 

Before going to Kuwait, Sabbagh is expected to pay a three-day 
; 7 visit to Tunis where he will meet two experts from Canada and 

."” 7 ~ France to examine ways of spreading public awareness among 
-f investors in matters connected with stock market operations. 
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ment, which will be chairman of 
the meeting Thursday and Friday 
in Brussels, is scrambling to forge 
agreement on how to limit EC 
farm subsidies and rescue the 
group from looming bankruptcy. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
his chief aides are aiming to 
produce an overall compromise 
package by Tuesday. It would be 
the culmination of a nearly con- 
tinuous — and mostly inconclu- 
sive — series of meeting of EC 
foreign and agriculture ministers 
since mid-January. 

The odds appeared to weigh 
against a comprehensive agree- 
ment emerging from the summit, 
although the diplomatic clout and 
bureaucratic brawn of the Bonn 
government seemed to offer hope 
for at least some progress. 

Besides the depth of disagree- 


ment over the main issues on the 
agenda, the summit’s prospects 
are clouded by the fact that the 
meeting comes so near to state 
elections in West Germany in 
March and May and the French 
presidential elections in April. 

Outright failure would throw 
sand in tbe ECs gears but would 
not keep it from hobbling along, 
as it has since Jan. 1, without a 
real budget 

But by late summer, according 
to the ECs own estimates, the 
emergency money it has been 
living off will have been used up. 

A more likely outcome of the 
Brussels session is a partial 
accord that may provide the basis 
for completing a credible deal at 
the next summit, in late June. 

At a summit in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, last December, the EC 
leaders failed to reach agreement 
on any of the main elements in a 
package of measures designed to 
end the group’s perennial budget 
crises and to radically transform 
its burdensome system of farm 
subsidies. 


Arlabank takes heavy loss, 
secures new capital injection 


YOCIR 

DRILY 


f HOROSCOPE 

Ftapn the Carroll Rfcjhter Institute -!- •« 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get 
an early start today, and try to be 
more cooperative with others where 
business » concerned. Your judg- 
ment may be poor this evening, so 
don't make any long-term com- 
mitments or take any risks. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) This 
afternoon, be sure to avoid any 
arguments you will later regret. 
Spend tonight at home in tbe com- 
pany of your family. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Your co-workers will be very 
cooperative today, bat be cautious 
in the handling of any financial or 
credit matters. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Don't become involved In any 
overiyezpensiverecreationa today. 
Make better plans for a present pro- 
ject before trying to finish it. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jni. 21) Tempers are apt to be short 
at this time, so use diplomacy and 
tact il friends come to visit. Try to 
maintain harmony at home. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You may 
get little cooperation from others 
today, so plan to rely on yourself. 
Any visits or errands should be 
bandied early in the day. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept. 22) Get 
your business affairs in better 


order, but wait before taking any 
definite action. You will be more 
sure of yourself tomorrow. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22) You 
can achieve a great deal today by 
putting a little enthusiasm into 
your daily routinesu Take it easy 
tonight arid get plenty of rest. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Put your faith in those persons who 
have been loyal companions in tbe 
past Pay special attention to the 
details of your work. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) If you need a favor from a close 
friend, this morning would be the 
ideal time to ask for it Take it easy 
and rest up tonight 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Be sore to handle your bills and 
other credit matters before you at- 
tend to daily chores. Avoid a 
superior who has an ax to grind. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You have many good ideas concer- 
ning how to get ahead, so in- 
vestigate carefully and follow 
through with the best of them. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20} Be 
more cooperative than usual with a 
business partner and you can both 
mnlB» rapid progress today. Be sure 
to drive very carefully. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Arlabank In- 
ternational, Bahrain's third big- 
gest offshore bank, declared a 
$132 million 1987 loss after mak- 
ing extraordinary provisions 
-against Third World debt. 

Tbe consortium bank, which 
has been burdened by heavy exp- 
osure to Latin America, also said 
it had secured agreement from its 
27 Arab and Latin American 
bank shareholders on a large in- 
jection of new capital. 

It is tbe second time in 18 
months shareholders have step- 
ped in to strengthen the bank. 
They agreed a $950 million sup- 
port package in 1986. 

General Manager Christian 
Rodriguez Camilloni told Reu- 
ters the extraordinary provision 
of $129 million would boost cover 
to 19 per cent of the bank’s total 
loan portfolio. That compares 
with just 6.3 per cent at the end of 
1986. 

Shareholders agreed at an ex- 
traordinary meeting to halve 
paid-up capital to $1125 million 
to help cover the 1987 loss and 
reinstate it to the original $225 
million by March 1 through an 


Peanuts 


)ugh an 


issue of new shares. 

In addition to the injection of 
new capital, a $225 million sub- 
ordinated loan drawn in 1986 
under the support programme 
remains in place and a further 
$112.5 million will be drawn 
shortly and capitalised by end- 
1988 to allow for further provi- 
sions against lending. 

Arlabank, founded in 1977 in 
Peru but now incorporated in 
Bahrain, lent heavily to Latin 
America in its early years. 

The bank declared net profit of 
$105 million in 1986 and set aside 
provisions of $9.0 million. 

Bahrain's major offshore banks 
have been bolding a series of 
strategy and board meetings over 
the last week to finalise 1987 
results and a major topic has been 
loan loss provisions. 

Ariabank's two largest share- 
holders are Kuwait Foreign Trad- 
ing Contracting and Investment 
Company and Libyan Arab Fore- 
ign Bank, both with a 125 per 
cent stake. 

The next largest is Bahrain- 
based Arab Banking Corporation, 
the island’s largest bank. 


THE Daily Crossword by four Swift 


' ACROSS 
1 R*du» 

6 bun 

11 Antt- 

proMjMontet 

14 StnapUIn 

15 Max. money 

IS — king 

17 Triple Crown 
winner 

IB Johnny — 

20 Quisling's 
crime 

21 Dental gp. 


23 Sapphire 

24 AteHer 

2 a Diamond begs 

25 Kind of exam 

32 Elec, unit 

33 Rajah's wife 

34 Leslie Caron 
rale 

37 Merganser . 

38 Br. composer 
40. Writer Ambler 

41 Sharpen 

42 Laborers 

43 Hubbub 

44 Abhors 
48 Novelist 


Glasgow ' 

4ft Place of 
wtw ah lp 

50 Before 

51 Center 

5= ML Mane bjj. 

54 Paroefvad hi a 
way 

58 Aosala bird 

59 Triple Crown 
winner . . 

81 Mythical bM 

62 — nous 

83 Fr. rivet 
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Saturday's Pazzfa Solved: 


S Extend over 

7 _ tflom 


8 Orient 

9 Sporty cm 

10 Country 
rasMeoce 

11 Triple Crown 
winner 

12 VainMi 
Ingredient 

13 No-no 
IS Mela cat 
25 Qosd 

26 -Party 
27 Bombs and 
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I P0N*T THINK VDUR D06 
15 0FFERIN6 YOU ENOUGH 
COMPANIONSHIP ! 



HE'S SUPPOSED 70 BE VDUR 
MQ5T FAITHFUL FR1ENP.. 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


this is a wyeH,ouR last train 

GREAT PARTY Vo^J-EAVES FIVE 
BUT WHAT EXCUSE MINUTES/ 



Andy Capp 


The U.S. Federal Reserve’s 
(Fed’s) policymaking Federal 
Open Market Committee 
(FOMC) is due to meet Tuesday 
and Wednesday to consider the 
course of U.S. monetary policy. 

While some economists see the 


will hold steady until there is 
more conclusive evidence about 
the state of the U.S. economy. 

“They are going to be a little 
bit careful just yet,” said Martin 
Regalia, director of research and 
economics for tbe National Coun- 
cil of Savings Institutions. 

If the Fed, the U.S. central 
bank, acts too quickly to lower 
interest rates without dear signs 
of an economic slowdown, it 
could mean problems for the dol- 
lar. Regalia said. 

“It could drop very sharply.” 
he said. 

On the other hand, if signs of a 
sharp slowdown in growth de- 


velop, the Fed will still have 
enough time to act to avoid reces- 
sion, he said. 

Even if the Fed does choose to 
ease at this time, economists said 
it is unlikely it will cut its key 
discount rate, the interest rate it 
charges banks for loans. 

The Fed is more likely to lower 
the Fed fends rate, the interest 
banks charge each other for 
loans, ro about 6¥a per cent from 
around 6 x h per cent currently, 
Mickey Levy, senior economist 
with Fidelity Bank in Phi- 
ladelphia. said. 

The Reagan administration, 
which had overseen five years of 
continuous economic expansion, 
is particularly anxious to avoid a 
recession in this election year. 

A recession would give Demo- 
crats new ammunition in their 
fight to win control of the White 
House in November. 

Reagan administration officials 
have been making it clear they 


would welcome an easing of cre- 
dit by the Fed now that recent 
economic data points to a slowing 
of growth in the first part of the 
year. 

Council of Economic Advisers 
chief Beryl Sprinkel has publicly 
suggested the Fed was keeping 
too tight a rein on money supply 
and that lower interest rates 
would help the economy. 

He said last week that growth 
in the money supply has been 
below the Fed's own targets and 
added that tbe administration's 
forecast of 2.4 per cent growth in 
1988 depended on the Fed meet- 
ing those targets. 

interest rates fell after the Fed 
eased on the money supply fol- 
lowing the Oct. 19 stock market 
crash. 

But since then the central bank 
has held steady on monetary 
policy. 

Mortgage Bankers Association 
economist Lyle Gramley, a for- 
mer Fed governor, said he does 
not believe the FOMC will vote 
to ease further this week, but will 
keep a particularly watchful eye 
on the economy because of the 
uncertain outlook. 


“I don’t think the Federal Re- 
serve will ease credit,” Gramley 
said. 

But Fidelity Bank's Levy said 
the Fed will vote to ease. 

“Almost all of the indicators 
point 10 a severe weakening in 
the economy,” Levy said. 

A stable dollar dives the Fed 
more flexibility to lower interest 
rates, he said. 

“The cost of a recession at this 
stage would be very high." he 
added. “Its important to avoid a 
recession and not just for political 
reasons," 

Levy said the high level of 
personal and business indebted- 
ness would aggravate any down- 
turn. 

The economy has shown signs 
of weakness, but the data has 
been mixed. Tbe index of leading 
indicators, a key gauge of future 
economic growth, fell in Decem- 
ber, the third monthly decline in 
a row. 

Furthermore, many economists 
expect manufacturers to slow 
production to work off inventor- 
ies of unsold goods that have 
been piling up on the shelves. 


East Europe struggles to repay Western debts 

LONDON (R) — East European bard currency needed to keep up itself is owed, mainiyfrom export ident of t] 
communist countries struggling to payments on their debt. credits granted to Third World for Forei 


LONDON (R) — East European 
communist countries struggling to 
pay off heavy debts to the west 
are looking for ways out of their 
economic difficulties as the bin 
gets higher and higher. 

For most of these countries, 
the money they borrowed to help 
carve out a larger share of woiiq 
markets did not really help them 
boost their economies. 

That may be why, economists 
say, some communist states are 
trying a new tack — economic 
reforms on tbe patient of Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
“perestroika" campaign of res- 
tructuring which even indudes 
the introduction of some free 
markets. 

“The basic problem was and is 
an inability to generate increased 
productivity.” said David Dyker, 
a specialist in communist econo- 
mics at England’s Sussex Uni- 
versity. 

Throughout Eastern Europe, 
Reuter correspondents report 
that governments are grappling 
with the problem of how to pro- 
duce — and sell — enough of 
what the rest of the world wants, 
to pay off their debts and to 
import tbe goods they need. 

ft was lagging growth that led 
communist states to start borrow- 
ing in the 1970s. Many felt they 
could not generate the invest- 
ment funds they needed at home. 

Now. it is hard to generate the 


bard currency needed to keep up 
payments on their debt. 

“Poland is an example,” said 
Dyker. “They've made all kinds 
of proposals aimed at solving 
their debt crisis. But it is very 
difficult for Poland to do anything 
without some additional invest- 
ment. “ 

Poland is seeking credits from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). It is also aims to postpone 
payments due on some oi the 
money it owes to members of the 
Paris Gub of Western creditor 
governments. Last year, Poland’s 
Foreign debt rose by over $4 
billion to $37.6 billion. 

Yugoslavia, with a total hard 
currency debt of $ 21.8 billion at 
the end of 1987, also wants IMF 
credits, but in exchange may have 
to let the IMF supervise the 
economy, and possibly allow it to 
impose policies and reforms. 

For many Third World de- 
btors, that has meant austerity 
and cutbacks in the way their 
governments intervene in the 
economy — bitter medicine in a 
socialist state. 

Romanian President Nicolae 
Ceausescu has opted for a diffe- 
rent route — a crash programme 
which slashed gross debt from 
$105 billion at the end of 1981 to 
$6.4 billion in 1986. 

Diplomats say Romania could 
cut its gross debt to $45 billion in 
1988, about what the country 


Egypt faces power cuts 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt will face occasional power cats for the next six 
months because drought has cut the flow of water into Lake Nasser, 
Electricity Minister Maher Abaza said in an interview published 
Saturday. He told the Middle East News Agency (MENA) that the 
level of the lake behind the Nile’s Aswan High Dam could drop as 
low as 150 metres in July, compared with 175 metres ten years ago. 


low as 150 metres in July, compared with 175 metres ten years ago. 
He said the drop in water level was very serious and if the dam fell to 
147 metres its turbines would be shut down. Egyptians should reduce 
their power consumption, Abaza said. He said Egypt had signed 
deals with several Western governments to instal coal fired power 
stations which would provide an additional 1,600 megawatts by 1989. 
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Atef Obeid told Akhbar Al Yom 
newspaper that the United States had agreed to allocate $150 million 
to help Egypt buy a $300 million power plant. The deal is part of 
economic grant aid worth $815 million a year, Obeid said. 
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countries. 

To make its payments, Roma- 
nia made an all-out export drive 
and cut imports. But Romanian 
food shipments abroad mean 
food shortages at home, while 
cuts in energy imports left Roma- 
nians with drastically reduced 
capacity to heat and light their 
homes. 

Hungary, the East Bloc's trail- 
blazer of economic reform, also 
borrowed heavily to modernise 
its industiy. 

But competition on world mar- 
kets has been tough. Among its 
main exports, income from oil 
products has been hit by the 
world fall in energy prices. 

The National Bank said net 
hard currency debt rose to $ 10.1 
billion as of October, 1987 after 
jumping 54 per cent in 1986 to 
$7.8 billion. 

Lower oil prices worry some 
economists in the Sonet Union. 

“The Soviets have a problem. 
They raise money by selling raw 
materials, but the prices of those 
materials are falling. At the same 
time right now they want to im- 
port more technology,” said a 
western diplomat in Moscow. 

The Bank for International 
Settlements says the Soviet Un- 
ion's debt is $375 billion. 

Western diplomats say that is 
$6 to $8 billion increase from 
1986 and they expect the figure to 
keep rising. 

Viktor Geraschenko, vice pres- 


ident of die Soviet Union's Bank 
for Foreign Economic Affairs, 
says more bonds will follow Janu- 
ary's 100 million Swiss franc ($73 
million) bond sale. 

East Germany's debt rose (o 
S16.8 billion at June 1987 from 
$15.7 billion at the end of 1986, 
and economic sources say it may 
be a big borrower this year, for 
about two billion marks ($ 1.2 
bilUon), its first bic borrowing 
since raising $1.1 billion in 19857 

Czechoslovakia is Eastern 
Europe's most cautious borrow- 
er, but the price of caution was 
economic stagnation and out- 
dated, inefficient industries, said 
Zdenek Lukas, an economist at 
the Vienna Institute for Compa- 
rative Economic Studies. 

Even so, Czechoslovakia's debt 
rose to about $4.7 billion at the 
end of 1987 from $4.1 billion in 
1986 and $35 billion in 1985, he 
said. 

“But the main point is that it 
can’t go on like this,” said Use 
Grosser, who also works at the 
Vienna institute. She estimated 
Bulgaria’s debt at the end of 1987 
rose to $5.7 billion from $4.6 
billion in 1986 and $4 billion in 
1985. 

“In a way, it was just bad 
tuning... East Europe went bor- 


were ready to sell their goods, the 
West was in a recession,” said 
Saul Estrin of the Loudon 
School of Economics. 


Italy to introduce new lira 

ROME (AP) — The Cabinet approved draft legislation Saturday 
designed to simplify an often-baffling currency system that requires 
thousands of lire for everyday purchases. The action would replace 
the lira with a new monetary unit that proponents say will simplify 
transactions in a country where rents can cost mil lions and a 
restaurant dinner tens of thousands. The “lira nuova” or new lira will 
be equal to 1,000 lire in today's currency. Thus a dollar that now buys 
about 1.250 lire would be quoted at one lira and 50 cents. Similar 
measures have been discussed for about 40 years in Italy, but 
parliament has never given final approval. Opponents fear a new 
monetary system would be inflationary because consumers, suddenly 
believing things were cheaper, would spend more. 
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Nunn proposes cutback in 
European conventional forces 


Dole, Gephardt leading 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The chairman of the Senate 
Armed Forces Committee is seeking NATO support 
for a plan to reduce allied and Warsaw Pact 


and military headquarters to 
provide early warning of the 
mobilisation of Soviet ground 
forces. 


conventional forces. But he says further theater cuts 
in nuclear arms could point Europe down a “sKjh 
pery slope ’ * to Soviet domination. 


Senator Sam Nunn, an opposi- 
tion Democrat, unveiled his 
conventional-force proposal in 
an address to NATO’s Wehr- 
kirnde Conference in Munich, 
West Germany. Copies of the 
speech were released in advance 
in Washington. 

Nunn's proposal calls for the 
long-distance pullback of entire 
military units. 

After Nunn's presentation. 
Senate majority leader Robert 
Byrd challenged the alliance to 
present a full-fledged force re- 
duction proposal to the Soviets 
this year. 

“No matter how sincere may 
be the Soviets call for total nuc- 
lear disarmament, there remains 


the dark truth that their offence 
rests less on the bomb than on 
the foot soldier ” Byrd said. 

“We must sharpen the sense 
of need for continued deterrence 
in Europe,” Byrd said. “And we 
must test the Soviets with ever 
tougher initiatives for peace — 
real peace, not the image of 
peace.” 

Nunn's speech addressed 
NATO’s future and the fate of 
arms control in the aftermath of 
the new treaty to eliminate 
medium-range Soviet and U.S. 
missiles in Europe. 

He called for the withdrawal 
of many conventional combat 
units and die posting of inspec- 
tors at airfields, railroad yards 


With medium-range missiles 
destroyed, Nunn said, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) must make “revolu- 
tionary’* improvements in its 
conventional forces while pre- 
senting Moscow with innovative 
arms control proposals. 

At the same time, he said, the 
European and American publics 
must be educated as to why 
conventional arms improve- 
ments are needed now and why 
Europe cannot be quickly denu- 
clearised. 

He said the contributions of 
the medium-range treaty to the 
defence of NATO ultimately will 
be judged by the road the 
alliance now chaoses to travel. 

“One NATO road leads back- 
wards down a slippery slope to 
European denuclearisation, 
American disengagement and 


Soviet domination,” Nunn said, 
"The other NATO road leads 
forward to the solid ground of 
solidarity, stability and 
security.” 

Nunn said warning signals 
along the way include a growing 
“nuclear allergy" in the West, 
especially West Germany, where 
he said many question the deci- 
sion to postpone talks on short- 
range nuclear systems pending 
reduction of Soviet conventional 
superiority. 

Explaining bis conventional 
reduction plan, Nunn said re- 
moval of entire Soviet combat 
units makes verification far 
easier than just reducing the 
overall number of tanks to a 
common ceiling. 

He said units — divirions, reg- 
iments and battalions — should 
be sent far enough away to make 
their return difficult and time- 
consuming. The object, he said, 
is to equalise reinforcement time 
for American forces withdrawn 
to U.S. soiL 


Crossfire kills 4 civilians in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Foot civi- 
lians were killed and three were 
wounded by crossfire in clashes 
between Tamil rebels and Indian 
soldieis in eastern Sri Lanka, 
police said Sunday. 

Four civilians injured in 
dad IPs Friday died in hospital 
Saturday, police in Batticaloa 
town saw. 

The crossfire wounded three 
people when gunmen of die li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) ambushed an Indian 
militar y jeep at ICalmunai in 


Batticaloa. district-' Saturday, 
police said. A 40-minute gunbat- 
tie ensued. 

Indian peace-keeping forces 
were sent to the island’s north and 
east last July to enforce an Indi- 
an-brokered peace pact aimed at 
ending a five-year-old Tamil re- 
bellion for a separate state. 

The Tigers, the biggest rebel 
group, repudiated the accord 
and are putting up stiff resist- 
ance against Inman troops trying 
to disarm them. 

Residents of Batticaloa town 


meanwhile reported increasing 
Indian military activity there 
with “soldiers swarming all 
over." 

“They are at every nook and 
corner. Three days ago Indian 
transport planes brought in at 
least 1,000 soldiers, raising their 
strength to about 15,000 There) 
from ab out 6,000 last year, one 
prominent resident said. 

Sri f .ankan nfiiriak sa id Satur- 
day that India was to boost its 
forces deployed in Sri Ijmta to 
70,000 this month from 55,000. 


2 passenger planes In 
near-miss over England 


LONDON (R) — Hundreds of 
air travellers came within seconds 
of disaster Saturday when a Brit- 
ish Airways (BA) plane narrowly 
avoided collision with another 
aircraft over the coast of southern 
England, British Airways said. 

British newspapers said passen- 
gers quoted crew members as 
saying the planes missed each 
other by just five feet (1.5 


metres). 

A BA spokesman said a Tristar 
jet carrying 327 passengers and 16 
crew from Paris to London’s 
Heathrow Airport had to swerve 
sharply to the right when the pilot 
spotted the other plane 300 
metres away on collision course 1 : 

Both planes were flying at a 
height of 18,000 feet (5,500 
metres), he said. 


Vietnam to free more 


from reeducation camps 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Vietnam will free more inmates 


of political re-education camps, 
including members of the top- 
pled South Vietnamese govern- 
ment, during the upcoming Lu- 
nar New Year Festival, the Viet- 
nam News Agency said Sunday. 

The official agency said Hanoi 
also had proposed a one-day 
ceasefire along the embattled 
Sino- Vietnamese border to cele- 
brate the Feb. 17 Lunar New 
Year. 

The agency said the Council of 


tion. These include many for- 
mer officers and personnel of the 
Saigon (South Vietnamese) 
administration.” 


The Hanoi government says 
less than 1,000 people are now m 
the camps, established after the 
end of the Vietnam war in 1975 
to bold hundreds of thousands of 
people. Some were detained for 
only short periods, but a small 
number have been held 
1975. 


State had derided to “free or 
commute the penalties of those 
convicts who have shown repent- 
ance and made substantial prog- 
ress in the course of re-educa- 


Fo reign Minister Nguyens Co 
Thadi tdd a group of UJS. jour- 
nalists and newspaper editors 
visiting Vietnam recently that his 
government intended to dose 
the camps by the end of 1988. 


U.S. Trident test fails again 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida 
(R) — A unarmed Trident-1 nuc- 
lear missile exploded Saturday 
seconds after it was launched 
from a submerged submarine in a 
test off the coast of central Flor- 
ida, the navy said. 

The navy said in a statement 
that a malfunction caused the 
missile to blow itself up over the 
Atlantic Ocean 18 seconds after' 
launch from the USS Simon 
Bolivar. 

It added that the cause of the 
malfunction could not be deter- 
mined until experts study compu- 
ter data from the test/ 

The launch was part of a scries 
of routine tests of the operational 
Trident-1, which has been fired 


29 times from submarines and 54 
times overall, a navy spokesman 
said. 

The failure came only two 
weeks after navy ground control- 
lers destroyed an unarmed Tri- 
dent-2 ballistic missile when it 
veered off course over the Atlan- 
tic during a test. 

The Jan. 21 failure of the Tri- 
dent-2. which was launched from 
a ground pad at Cape Canaveral 
air force station, was blamed on a 
malfunction in an electronic com- 
ponent. 

The Trident-2 is scheduled to 
be deployed on U.S. submarines 
beginning in 1989 and will even- 
tually replace the less- accurate 
Trident-1. 
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Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South What do you bid now? 


vou hold: 

4AJ87S 9QJ6 0962 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South 
1 0 Pass 1 4 
1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


4KS 


West 

Pass 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4AJ762 5*5 0A1Q7 4K83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pas* 29 Paag 


Q JZ — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q9832 9762 vAJ3 496 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 NT Pam* 7 
What do you bid now? 


What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

483 7KQJ10762 0AJ 472 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 9 Pass 3 C- Pass 


Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K76 9AJ95 CQJ1032 46 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Eaat South West 

1 4 Pass 1 0 Pass 

19 Pass 7 


What do you bid now? 


Q-6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KJ9 9QJS 0AQ1063 474 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 


Parties back 
Mahathir after 
court ruling 


KUALA LUfaPUR (R) — 
Malaysia's major government 
parties have pledged full support 
to Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Mahathir Mohammad after an un- 
precedented court ruling that his 
UMNO Party is illegal. 

All the main groups in the 
country's 13-party coalition gov- 
ernment issued statements saying 
the derision that the United 
Malays National Organisation 
(UMNO) was an unlawful society 
did not affect Mahathir’s position 
or their backing for him. 

A high court ruled Thursday 
that UMNO was illegal since 
some of its brandies haa not been 
properly registered before a parly 
congress convened in April and 
reelected Mahathir as leader. The 
head of UMNO is traditionally 


prime minister. 

Mahathir, 62, said Friday that 
his party would not appeal 
against the ruling and the govern- 
ment would function normally. 

He brushed aside a reporter’s 
suggestion that the judgment por- 
tended political instability. 

Soon after the ruling, the lead- 
er of the Malaysian Chinese 
Association (MCA), the second 
most important party in the coali- 
tion, said it was confident that 
UMNO would overcome what it 
described as a small difficulty. 

“MCA is not the type of party 
to ran away from its friends, 
said Transport Minister Datnk 
Ling Liong Sik. 

Speaking in the resort island of 
Penang Saturday. Works Minis- 
ter Datuk Sarny Velio, who heads 
tbe Malaysian Indian Congress, 
said his party's support for 
Mahathir was unstinting. 

Vellu said the margin of 
Mahathir’s van in the last general 
election showed most Malaysians 
supported him. 

In August 1986, Mahathir's 
“Barisan Nasional” Coalition 
won 148 of Malaysia's 177 par- 
liamentary seats. 

The leader of the multi-racial 
but Chinese-based Gerakan, 
another key coalition member, 
pledged undivided support for 
Mahathir and called on Malay- 
sians to re main calm. 

Messages of support also came 
from coalition parties based in 
the east Malaysian states of 
Sabah and Sarawak. 


Franco’s 
widow dies 


MADRID (R) — The widow of 
the late Spanish dictator General 
Francisco Franco has died in her 
sleep of pneumonia, her doctor 
said. She was 87. 

Carmen Polo de Franco con- 
tracted broncho-pneumonia five 
days ago but her condition had 
been deteriorating^ for about two 
months. Doctor Vicente Pozuelo 
told Spanish state radio and tele- 
vision, Saturday. 

Carmen Polo had led a sec- 
luded life since the death in 1975 
on her husband, who ruled Spain 
for almost 40 years. 

They had one daughter, also 
called Carmen. 


85 die in 

Brazilian 

floods 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Flood 
waters have started to recede in 
Rio de Janeiro state, where more 
than five days of flooding have 
left at least 85 people dead and 
thousands more homeless. 

By nightfall Saturday, 58 
bodies had been removed from 
debris of shacks buried by muds- 
lides and landslides in tbe town of 
Petropolis, 50 kilometres north of 
Rio, the chdl defence said. 

The newly-recovered bodies 
brought the official death toll in 
die state to 85. although civil 
defence officials said they feared 
it was Ukely to exceed 100 dead. 

At least 20 people were still 
missing from their homes in Pet- 


ropolis, the rivfl defence said, but 
it could not rule out the possibil- 
ity they had taken refuge in safe 
districts. 

Petropolis mayor Paulo Rartes 
declared the town a disaster zone 
and was seeking aid from tbe 
federal government. 

Engineers estimated that about 
35 million cubic feet (one million 
cubic metres) of earth bad been 
moved in slides as towns in the 
western area of Rio de Janeiro 
reported thousands of inhabitants 
had been made homeless by 
flooding which had virtually iso- 
lated whole towns. 


But the rivfl defence said order 
was being restored although wa- 
ters remained at flood level in 
many areas and lingering tele- 
phone and electricity outages 
were widespread. 

Heavy rains subsided to an 
intermittent drizzle Friday even- 
ing. The weather office said 
almost 11.5 inches (29 ems) of 
rain had fallen on Greater Rio 
and nearby interior towns since 
Tuesday. 


in Iowa, poll shows 


DES MOINES (R) — Republi- 
can Robert Dole and Democrat 
Richard Gephardt headed into 
Monday’s presidential voting 
here at the top of the pack,, 
according to a closely watched 
poll. 

The Des Moines Register 
newspaper said Saturday the sur- 
vey showed Senate Republican 
leader Dole ahead of Vice Presi- 
dent George Bush by 14 points 
and Gephardt, a Missouri con- 
gressman, ahead of dinois Sena- 
tor Paul Simon by six points. 

Dole's margin was about tbe 
same as in the previous survey 
three weeks ago, but Gephardt’s 
lead increased from a poll taken 
two weeks ago. 

The previous Democratic poll 
showed Gephardt. Simon and 
Governor Michael Dukakis of 
Massachusetts in a virtual tie for 
the lead. 

Monday’s caucuses are tbe first 
big voter test of the 1988 pres- 
idential campaign and a poor 
showing here can be devastating 
to a candidate's long-term pros- 
pects. 

Tbe new poll carried bad news 
for former Colorado Senator 
Gary Hart, pushing him down to 
sixth place among the seven 
Democrats. Hart, the one-time 
frontrunner who quit the race 
amid a sex scandal last May and 
returned in December, was 
fourth in the previous Register 
poll. 

The latest poll showed 15 per 
cent of Democrats were unde- 
cided. 


Other polls released in recent 
weeks have also found Dole and 
Gephardt leading. 

The Register poll showed 
Bush, the national frontrunner, 
with 23 per cent compared to 37 
per cent for Dole. 

Former television Evangelist 
Pat Robertson was third with 13 
per cent, followed by congress- 
man Jack Kemp of New York 
with 11 per cent. 

Among the Democrats 
Gephardt had 25 per cent, Simon 
19 and Dukakis 15, with former 
Arizona Governor Bruce Babbit 
and black rights leader Jesse 
Jackson tied at nine per cent 
each. Hart bad seven per cent. 

The poll has a margin or error 
of plus or minus four points. 

As the Iowa campaign entered 
its final stage Dole said he was 
tired of fighting with Bush. 

Dole, locked in a venomous 
verbal shootout with Bush cam- 
paign aides in recent days, •de- 
clared the feuding over even 
though he resented what be cal- 
led attacks on h is integrity. 

“If someone were to go after 
your integrity, you would resent 
it — particularly if it’s not true,” 
said Dole during an appearance 
near Des Moines. 

“We’ve seen a lot of that in tbe 
last few days. As for as Fm 
concerned it’s over.” 

Both tbe Bush and Dole cam- 
paigns have accused each other of 
dirty tactics and demanded apolo- 
gies from each other in their 
battle for the Republican 
nomination. 


Costa Rican leader calls for 
aid cutoff to Marxist rebels 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Costa 
Rica President Oscar Arias said 
the Soviet Union and Cuba 
should cut off all aid to Marxist 
rebels in Central America now 
that the U.S. Congress has block- 
ed further aid to the Nicaraguan 
contras, a published report Sun- 
day said. 

Arias, architect of the five- 
nation Central American peace 
plan, specifically called on the 
two countries to halt aid to rebels 
in Guatemala and El Salvador, 
the Washington Post reported. 

In addition. Arias said the 
Soviets should end military aid to 


the Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua because “disarmament 
is part of our plan.” And he 
encouraged U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz to open 
direct talks with Nicaragua’s San- 
dinista government. 

Arias, in an interview at his 
home Saturday with the Post, 
said he planned to approach the 
Soviets and Cubans about the aid 
cutoff. 

The U.S. adminis tration of 
President Ronald Reagan lost its 
bid for additional contra aid in a 
congressional vote last week. 


Head of Soviet state planning 
body changed in shakeup 


MOSCOW (R) — Nikolai Taly- 
zin, head of the powerful Soviet 
State Planning Commission, has 
been transferred to another gov- 
ernment post, TASS news agency 
reported on Saturday. 

Talyzin was criticised by Krem- 
lin leader Mikhail Gorbachev last 
June, but analysts in Moscow 
^cautioned that the significance of 
the move could not be evaluated 
yet. 

TASS said Talyzin, 59, had 
been appointed chairman of the 
ministerial-! eve] Bureau for So- 
cial Development. A non-voting 
member of tbe ruling pohtburo, 
he retains his post as first deputy 
prime minis ter. 

His successor as chairman of 


the Gosplan state planning body 
was named as Yuri Maslyukov,' 
50, a deputy prime minister who 
had been serving as head of the 
government’s Military-Industrial 
Commission. 

Maslyukov, a career defence 
industry administrator, was also 
promoted to the rank of first 
deputy prime minister. 

The analysts said Talyzin’s 
transfer could foreshadow his 
promotion to full membership of 
the politburo at a plenum or the 
Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee later tins month. 

But if he did not achieve full 
voting membership in the polit- 
buro, his transfer away from Gos- 
plan could represent a demotion. 


Philippine guerrillas kill 4 children 


MANILA (R) — About 60 Com- 
munist rebels went on a shooting 
rampage in a remote village, kill- 
ing four children and wounding 
dozens of adults, the Philippine 
News Agency said Sunday. 

The state-run agency quoted a 
military statement as saying the 
guerrillas raided Baggao in tbe 
northern province of Cagayan 
Friday night and ransacked about 
30 houses in search of a civilian 
security force armed by tbe milit- 
ary to fight Communist guerrillas. 

when the heavily-armed rebels 
found none, they gathered villa- 
gers in an open space and started 
shooting, killing children ranging 
in age from nine to 12 years and 
wounding 46 adults. 


The agency said poor com- 
munications in the north-eastern 
tip of the archipelago delayed tbe 
report in reaching the capital, 
Manila. 

Tbe military said 18 paramilit- 
ary troops at tbe scene held their 
fire when rebels used villagers to 
shield them. 

On Saturday, the agency re- 
ported that guerrillas burned 
down a town hall Thursday in 
Tmglayan in the northern pro- 
vince of Kahnga- Apayao , fought 
with troops and fled after grab- 
bing women and children to use 
as shields. 

^President Corazon Aquino, in 
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the military find hideouts in Man- 
ila and tiie countryside used by 
the Communist New People's 
Army, which has been fighting to 
overthrow Manila governments 
since '1969. 


“We have to help each other to 
fight this terrorism... if people 
can give ns information about - 
those they think may be involved 
in terrorism, we need such in- 
formation very badly,” a trans- 
cript of her taped radio broadcast 
said. 


The military captured 20 peo- 
ple in Manila last week it said 
were top leaders of the outlawed 
Communist Party, but later re- 
leased five for lack of evidence. 


American lawyers to represent Noriega 


PANAMA CITY (R) — A 
group of American lawyers has 
agreed to represent Panama's 

military leader, who stands ac- 
cused of selling protection to 

Colombian drug barons, one of 
the lawyers has said. 

Gen. Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, the country’s de facto 
leader since 1983, was indicted 
by two U.S. grand juries this 
week on charges of drag traffick- 
ing and racketeering. 

Attorney Raymond Takiff 
said he and his associates Frank 
Rubino and Steve Killin met 
with Noriega Saturday. 

“I can confirm that we are 
representing him,” he said. 

A fourth associate, Neil Son- 
nett, told Reuters earlier Satur- 
day in Miami that the groop had 
been invited to Panama by 
Noriega to discuss his case. 

Takiff indicated that Sonnett 
would join in a team of more 
than four law firms that will 
defend Noriega. He said 
Noriega would ask to have his 


counsel cross-examine witnesses 
at hearings scheduled to open 
next week in a U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Subcom- 
mittee. 

“If the committee is sure of its 
witnesses it should welcome this 
call,” Takiff said. 

The two indictments unveiled 
Friday in Florida accuse Noriega 
of selling protection to Col- 
ombia’s feared Medellin cocaine 
cartel and pocketing at least $4.6 
million in bribes and payoffs: 

A U.S. television network 
quoted Noriega Friday night as 
vowing to fight the racketeering 
and drug charges in court and, if 
necessary, fight to stay in power. 

“We’re going to show that this 
is a political trial, that they have 
no proof, that they have no 
reahty to it," Noriega said. 

Id a separate development an 
opposition radio station has 
been closed by the government a 
week after it was allowed to 
reopen, the station’s producer 


said Saturday. 

Mayin Correa, producer and 
reporter for radio KW Con- 
tinente, said the government had 
ordered the station off the air. 

She said she was not told of 
any charges against the station, 
which is owned by her brother. 

But news reports Saturday 
said the Ministry of Justice ac- 
cused the station of nsiq g its 
news reports to incite “the al- 
teration of public order and the 
constitution.” 

Justice Ministry spokesmen 
were not available for comment. 

The station was allowed to 
open Monday after an eigh t- 
month government ban imposed 
during the height of last sum- 
mer’s street protests. 

Since reopening, Correa had 
dedicated her programme “La 
Palabra” (the word), which airs 
from seven to nine in the morn- 
ing. to reading tbe latest accusa- 
tions in tbe U.S. press against 
Noriega. 
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Coffee, tea could end Olympic dreams 


COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — As little as a cup of coffee or a sip of 
the wrong type of tea could kill an Olympicaffilete? rteams of 
glory before the games even begin, says a doctor who tote U.S. 
Olympic Athletes for drugs. Dr. Maiy Ann Everhart is one of 
about 40 volunteer physicians who test athletes for drags and 
advise them about substances to avoid to remain eligible for the 
winter and summer Olympics. “We talk with all the .athletes 
about what is on the banned list, so they know what to stay away- 
from ” Everhart said. The typed, single-spaced l list ; of substances 
banned by the U.S. Olympic Committee fills 50 pages and 
includes such stimulants as those found in coffee and some types 
of herbal tea. The list of allowable substances barely covers one 
page. “When tiie athletes ask what they can take, it's easiest to 
say, ‘nothing’,” Everhart said. 


Rugby club chief fined over cockerels 


DOVER, England (AP) — The president of a French rugby dub 
was fined £ft)0 ($865) Saturday for illegally importing two 
cockerels through this southern English port, intending to throw 
them on to the rugby field at the five nations match between 
Scotland and France in Edinburgh. Rene Barrat explained that it 
was a traditional ritual, and that his dub did not realise it was 
committing an offence by fairing tbe birds across the channel from 
France. The two birds were round in a cardboard box on the 
club's coach and had now been destroyed, Dover magistrates 
were told. Alan Gay, of Kent County Council, told the 
magistrates the birds could have ended up anywhere, and it could 
have resulted in tbe spread of deadly fowl pest. Barrat, a 
33-year-old factory worker from Tulle, also was ordered to pay 
£50 ($86.5) costs for importing the two cockerels without the 
necessary licence from the British Ministry of Agriculture. His 
solicitor, Robert Thompson, said that not only had nis client been 
forced to spend the night in police custody at Dover, but it was 
now impossible for him to attend the match at Muirayfield. But be 
would have been disappointed with his team as Scotland 
triumphed 23-12. 


Driver finds currency, jewellery in garbage 


MOSCOW (AP) — Edvard Nosevich was cleaning garbage put of 
a cattle shed at his country house near Vilnius, Lithuania when he 
found a small fortune in currency and jewellery. The Communist 
Party newspaper Pravda said Friday that Nosevich, a driver, dug a 
cement bag out of his cattle shea in the village of Tienai that 
contained $1,675, 186 Canadian dollars, and 400 Deutsch Marks. 
He also found 247 cold rubles minted before the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution, 74 wedding rings, two silver ingots and a variety of 
gold earrings, bracelets and chains, Pravda said. It said the cache 
has been turned over to the Soviet Finance Ministry in Moscow. 
Soviet citizens who find such valuables often are given a reward of 
a percentage of its value, but in most cases it is illegal for them 
to own any kind of foreign currency. Pravda did not say how tbe 
currency and jewellery may have gotten into Nosevich’s cattle 
shed, how long it was there, or give an estimate of its value. It said 
Nosevich, who lives in the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius, bought 
the country house 10 years ago after its previous owner died, and 
visits it periodically. 


Youth kills grandmother for drug money 


ROME (AP) — A 22-year-old drag addict seeking money to buy 
heroin forced his way into his grandmother's apartment Saturday 
and stabbed her to death with a screwdriver, an Italian News 
Agency said. The news agency AGI said 73-year-old Mari 
DefiUppi was beaten unconscious, and later strangled and then 
stabbed in the jugular vein with a screwdriver. Police arrested 
Andrea Salvatori near Rome’s central train station with some of 
his grandmother’s gold jewellery in his possession, the agency 
said. It said that before his arrest, Sal va ton already had purchased 
two doses of heroin for himself and a girlfriend. Police told the 

S that Salvatori was picked up during a sweep of drug 
and later made Statement about the killing. The agency 
said Salvatori forced his way through the door, beat his 
grandmother unconscious and then searched the apartment for 
valuables. Tbe agency said when his grandmother regained 
consciousness before be was finished, he strangled her ana then 
stabbed her with the screwdriver. 


G unman kills 3 at family gathering 


HOT SPRINGS, Arkansas (AP) — A gunman opened fire at a 
celebration for his parents’ wedding anniversary and daughter’s 
birthday, killing his father, brother and girlfriend before critically 
wounding himself, authorities said. The gunman, Thomas Schrad- 
er, 33, was transported to Ami Hospital in Hot Springs, said 
officer Michael McCormick of the Hot Springs Police Depart- 
ment. A hospital spokeswoman said late Saturday that Schrader’s 
condition was critical. Two of the dead were identified as William 
Schrader, 66, and Steven Schrader, 38. Police did not immediate- 
ly identify the woman, but said she was Schrader’s girlfriend. “It 
appeals to have been a domestic problem. They tola us a family 
member had secured a weapon and started shooting... without 
provocation,” said Police Lt. Gary Miller. “We haven’t deter- 
mined if it was a random shooting or selected victims." About 12 
family membeis had gathered at the one-storey frame bouse to 
celebrate tbe 39th anniversary of William Schrader and his wife, 
Betty. They also were celebrating the 14th birthday of Thomas 
Schrader's daughter, Amy. authorities said. “We had had dinner 
and birthday dure and I was dealing off the table when I heard 
what sounded like firecrackers,” Betty Schrader told the Hot 
Springs Sentinel-Record newspaper. Miller said authorities be- 
lieve a woman wrestled with tbe gunman, enabling others to 
escape. 


Peruvians deny anti-coca butterfly story 


LIMA (R) — A government spokesman has denied a published 
report that swarms of tiny white butterflies have destroyed over 
50,000 acres (20,000 hectares) of illegally grown coca plants in 
Pctu. “We have no reports that ecological conditions in the zones 
where their (butterflies) presence is recorded led to the destnic- 
tion of thousands of hectares of coca," a spokesman for the 
Agriculture Ministry said. He added that he. had no information 
“about a possible government plan to breed these insects to 
destroy coca plantations.” The New Scientist m agazine , published 
m London on Thursday, said the butterflies, known locally as 
Malumbia, had caused more than $37 million in losses to Peruvian 
drug barons by devouring the raw material used to produce 
cocaine. The magazine added that Peruvian government intended 

^ “P *e estimated 321,000 acres 
(130,000 hectares) of coca cultivated in the Peruvian jungle. The 
government spokesman said the Malumbia butterfly was first 
detected more than 50 years ago in Peru’s mountain areas where it 
is known to feed on coca leaves. 


More no-smoking space on Swiss trains 


BERN, Switzerland (AP) — Tbe Swiss Federal Railways are 
reducing space allotted to smokers to 20-25 per cent in new and 
remodelled passenger coaches starting tins year. The programme 
follows a public opinion survey indicating that 73 per cent of all 
passengers prefer the no-smoking section, railways spokesman 
Urs Haller said. In the past, about a third of the seats in each 
coach were reserved for smokers, he said. “We repeatedly get 
complaints from nonsmokers. The no-smolring compartment is 
always tiie fuller one,” -Halter said. A plan to reserve entire 
coaches on commuter trains for nonsmokers is also being studied, 
he said. 
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